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Abstract

Throughout Islamic history, the Muslim Ummah held the reins of global intellectual, cultural, and
political leadership for centuries, excelling in civilization, knowledge, economy, and military strength. During the
Abbasid, Andalusian, Ottoman, and Mughal eras, the patronage of learning, the dynamism of ijtihad, and the
preservation of moral values elevated the Muslim world to its golden age. However, over time, a combination of
internal and external factors turned this glory into decline. Internally, religious and moral weaknesses, lack of
capable leadership, suspension of ijtihad, dominance of blind imitation, sectarianism, intellectual stagnation, and
social inequalities undermined the foundations of the Ummah. Externally, the Crusades, Mongol invasions,
colonial conspiracies, the influence of Western civilization and philosophy, and severe economic and military
defeats further deepened the crisis.This study critically analyzes how the intellectual and spiritual leadership of
the Muslim Ummah gradually diminished, leading to moral and spiritual decay and pushing the community into
a state of decline. It also explores the present condition of the Muslim world, where political instability, social
crises, educational backwardness, and moral decay persist. Yet, it highlights rays of hope in the form of awakening
movements, educational and intellectual organizations, Islamic banking, institutions like the OIC, and the
emerging role of youth and women in shaping a renewed Muslim identity.The findings emphasize that the true
remedy for this decline lies in reviving intellectual and scholarly creativity, reopening the doors of ijtihad,
adhering to ethical values, embracing scientific and educational advancement, and restoring spiritual attachment
as the core of collective life. Only through these measures can the Muslim Ummah achieve a new renaissance and
reclaim its lost legacy while effectively confronting contemporary global challenges.

Keywords: Andalusian,Ottoman, Taqlid,Sectarianism, Western Philosophy
Intellectual Stagnation, Moral Decay, Islamic Renaissance,
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