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Abstract

The presented article explains the importance of characterization in Urdu narrative literature. Narrative has a
prestigious place in our narrative literature. These stories, which are the foundation of Urdu narrative literature,
not only show the initial impressions of narrative literature but also are the best reflections of the characters of
our civilization and society. Characterization is a very important and fundamental element in narrative literature
that makes any story alive and believable. Characterization is the art through which the author takes his
characters out of imagination and gives them the form of reality, fills them with thoughts, emotions, and actions.
The storyteller reaches the movements and qualities of his character through his creative power, which are
necessary to draw a complete outline of their personality, and by expressing these aspects, he makes the character
he presents more alive than ordinary living people. We can examine the overall trends of the society of that time
through the characters of the stories. This article, after defining and introducing characterization, examines the
characters presented in our stories from a research and critical perspective.
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"The character is the name of a literary genre, it is a short, and usually witty,
sketch in prose of a distinctive type of person. the genre was inaugurated by
Theophrastus, a Greek author of second century B.C, who wrote a lively book

entitled characters."(4)
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"We may say that the actors in a story are, or pretend to be, human beings."(6)
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"We may divide characters into flat and round."(8)
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"Flat characters...... in their purest form, they are constructed round a single idea
or quality: when there is more than one factor in them, we get the beginning of

the curve towards the round."(9)
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"In the one case the novelist portrays his characters from the outside, dissects
their passions, motives, thoughts and feelings, explains, comments, and often

pronounces authoritative judgment upon them. In the other case, he stands apart,
allows his characters to reveal themselves through speech and action and
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reinforces their self-delineation by the comments and judgments of other
characters in the story."(11)
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"There are characters and characters in fiction; we recognize some as of the

center and others as of the circumference. Some are characters in the

Aristotelian sense (i.e., detailed figures with their own motives and capacity for

distinctive speech and independent action); some are enabling aspects of story,

minor figures, stereotypes; there are some to whose perceptions we give

credence (from poetic speakers to characters like Anne Elliot in Persuasion) and
some we regard as a contextual society; some who partake in and are changed

in the action (heroes, protagonists and confidantes or devices."(17)
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