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Abstract 
Children's literature has long served as a mirror to society, reflecting cultural values, moral teachings, and societal 

norms. In recent decades, however, it has also emerged as a powerful tool for social justice and activism, 

particularly in terms of shaping young readers’ understanding of complex issues such as racial equality, gender 

identity, environmental justice, and human rights. This paper explores the transformative role of children's 

literature in fostering empathy, critical thinking, and activism among young readers. Through an analysis of 

contemporary works, the study highlights how authors use narrative strategies, character development, and 

thematic elements to address pressing social issues, such as systemic racism, gender equality, rights, immigration, 

and climate change. It examines the ways in which children's books not only reflect the diversity of the world but 

also challenge stereotypes, advocate for marginalized communities, and encourage a more inclusive, socially-

conscious worldview. The paper also considers the impact of these books on children's ability to engage with and 

advocate for social change, both in their immediate communities and on a global scale. Ultimately, this research 

argues that children’s literature, far from being a mere tool for entertainment, has become a critical space for the 

cultivation of empathy, justice, and activism in the next generation. By empowering children to question injustices 

and envision a more equitable world, such literature plays an essential role in fostering a more inclusive, 

compassionate, and active society. 

Keywords: Social Justice, Children Psychology, Activism, Cultural Motives,  

Introduction 

Children’s literature, traditionally perceived as a medium for entertainment and education, has 

evolved into a potent instrument for social justice and activism. In an era marked by increasing 

global awareness of issues such as racial inequality, gender discrimination, environmental 

degradation, and human rights violations, literature for young readers is increasingly taking on 

the mantle of advocacy. The transformative potential of children’s books lies not only in their 

ability to inform but also in their capacity to shape the values, beliefs, and attitudes of future 

generations. Ma et al. (2024) and Akram and Li (2024) also emphasize understanding the beliefs 

and attitudes of learners. As society grapples with challenges related to social justice, children’s 

literature serves as both a mirror and a mold, reflecting the complexities of the world while 

simultaneously challenging entrenched prejudices and fostering empathy. 

Scholars have long recognized that children’s literature is more than mere storytelling. As Naomi 

S. Baron (2011) argues, children's books possess a unique pedagogical power in shaping young 

minds, as they are “tools for socializing children into specific cultural, moral, and political 

norms.” This observation underscores the idea that books for children can serve as a gateway to 

understanding complex societal issues, providing readers with the frameworks to interpret the 

world around them. Recent scholarship emphasizes that children's literature is particularly well-

suited for addressing social justice concerns, as it can offer young readers a means of engaging 
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with topics such as inequality, racism, and activism in a way that is both accessible and 

emotionally resonant (Fletcher, 2018; Dyer, 2020). 

In the context of activism, children’s books can also provide a platform for marginalized voices 

and promote empathy and understanding across cultures, genders, and socioeconomic 

backgrounds. Books that address issues such as racial and gender identity, the refugee crisis, and 

environmental justice can empower young readers to not only recognize injustice but also 

advocate for change. According to Janks (2010), literature has the power to “open up spaces for 

critical thought,” allowing children to question the status quo and envision a more equitable and 

inclusive world. This ability to prompt action is integral to the concept of activism, which 

involves the use of intentional effort to address and rectify societal issues. 

An increasing number of contemporary children’s books focus on themes of social justice, 

drawing attention to issues such as civil rights, gender equality, LGBTQ+ rights, disability 

inclusion, and environmental sustainability. For instance, The Proudest Blue by Ibtihaj 

Muhammad and S.K. Ali (2019) addresses the intersection of race, religion, and identity, while 

Last Stop on Market Street by Matt de la Peña (2015) introduces young readers to the challenges 

of inequality and the beauty of diversity through a tender narrative. These books not only expose 

children to issues that are often overlooked but also empower them to consider their role in 

creating a fairer society. 

Furthermore, the integration of social justice themes in children’s literature is increasingly 

viewed as an essential tool in combating systemic oppression. According to Selman (2014), “the 

representation of diverse voices in children’s books creates pathways for children to recognize 

injustice and understand their agency in social change.” This approach challenges the often 

monolithic narratives found in traditional children's literature, allowing young readers to see 

themselves in the stories of others and, perhaps more importantly, to imagine a world in which 

justice prevails. By presenting these themes through accessible narratives, children’s literature 

encourages activism from a young age, fostering an early commitment to equality and social 

change. 

In conclusion, children’s literature has become an invaluable tool for both social justice 

education and activism. It not only helps young readers understand the world’s complexities but 

also cultivates empathy and a sense of responsibility toward creating a more just and equitable 

society. Through the integration of diverse voices and themes of resistance, children’s literature 

challenges readers to think critically about social issues and act with purpose. This article 

explores the role of children's books in advocating for social justice, examining how they shape 

young minds to engage with and address the injustices present in their communities and the 

broader world. 

Literature Review 

The intersection of children’s literature and social justice has garnered increasing attention in 

recent years, with scholars and educators recognizing the power of books to shape young minds 

and to instill a sense of empathy, justice, and activism. This literature review explores the ways 

in which children’s literature serves as a vehicle for social justice education and activism. 

Specifically, it will examine the role of children’s books in addressing pressing issues such as 

racial and gender inequality, environmentalism, and human rights, while also discussing the 

theoretical frameworks used to understand the impact of these texts on young readers. 

The central role of children’s literature in socializing young readers into societal norms is well-

established in scholarly discourse. According to Naomi S. Baron (2011), children’s books play a 

critical role in “shaping children’s values, moral reasoning, and cultural identity” by introducing 
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them to societal concepts like justice, fairness, and equality. Akram et al. (2021) also affirm this. 

Baron’s work suggests that literature is an essential tool for inculcating children into prevailing 

cultural ideologies, but it also emphasizes that literature can function as a space for subversion, 

offering alternative perspectives and challenging dominant social norms. 

Children’s literature has the power to reflect, reinforce, or challenge the existing social order, 

often reflecting the political and cultural climate of its time. Mickenberg (2006) argues that 

literature aimed at young readers “has been shaped by and continues to shape political 

movements,” and thus, it can provide an outlet for promoting social justice ideals. Mickenberg’s 

analysis of the political dimensions of children’s books highlights how, especially in the mid-

20th century, texts aimed at children began to address themes like race relations, gender roles, 

and civil rights, setting the stage for contemporary works focused on social activism. 

One of the most significant ways in which children’s literature engages with social justice is 

through the representation of race and ethnicity. Scholars have long recognized the potential for 

children’s books to challenge racial stereotypes and promote a more inclusive understanding of 

diversity. According to McKinley (2017), books that feature racially diverse characters and 

settings offer children “the opportunity to experience a world that is diverse and multi-faceted,” 

thereby promoting inclusivity and fostering empathy toward marginalized communities. These 

books counteract stereotypical representations of race and give children the tools to critically 

engage with ideas about identity and equality. 

For example, Jacqueline Woodson’s Brown Girl Dreaming (2014) offers a poignant depiction of 

the author’s own experience growing up as an African American girl in the 1960s and 70s, 

dealing with issues of racism and identity. Woodson’s autobiographical narrative engages young 

readers in conversations about race, history, and self-worth, challenging the conventional 

narratives of white supremacy and promoting a vision of social justice that highlights resilience 

and solidarity (Tatum, 2019). Similarly, books like The Hate U Give by Angie Thomas (2017) 

address the realities of police brutality and systemic racism, encouraging young readers to 

confront difficult truths and to take action for social change. 

In addition to race, children’s literature has been instrumental in exploring other social justice 

issues, including gender inequality and LGBTQ+ rights. Research by M. Smith (2020) suggests 

that literature that challenges traditional gender norms helps to create a more equitable world by 

broadening children’s understanding of gender identity and roles. Books such as I Am Jazz 

(2014) by Jessica Herthel and Jazz Jennings, which tells the story of a transgender girl, and 

George (2015) by Alex Gino, which explores gender identity through the experiences of a 

transgender child, are exemplary in this regard. These texts not only normalize diverse gender 

identities but also act as catalysts for activism, encouraging children to advocate for gender 

equality and acceptance (Rosenberg, 2021). 

Another critical area where children’s literature has taken on a role in promoting social justice is 

in environmental activism. Books that address issues such as climate change, conservation, and 

environmental sustainability are becoming increasingly common in the genre of children’s 

literature. These texts help raise awareness about the environmental crisis and encourage 

children to engage in activism to protect the planet. According to the environmental educator 

David Sobel (2008), “children’s literature about the environment not only helps young people 

understand the science behind ecological issues but also inspires them to take action.” 

Books like The Lorax (1971) by Dr. Seuss and The Magic School Bus: The Climate Challenge 

(2010) by Joanna Cole use storytelling to introduce young readers to the pressing issue of 

environmental degradation. These texts challenge readers to reflect on the consequences of 
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human activity on the environment and to become advocates for sustainable practices. Similarly, 

the Wild Robot series (2016) by Peter Brown offers a futuristic narrative in which robots and 

animals work together to restore balance to a damaged ecosystem, thereby illustrating how 

technology and nature can cooperate to heal the planet. 

Environmental justice is also deeply intertwined with issues of social inequality. As Jensen 

(2019) observes, environmental degradation disproportionately affects marginalized 

communities, particularly those in low-income and communities of color. Children’s literature 

that addresses these issues helps to raise awareness about the intersectionality of environmental 

and social justice, encouraging young readers to understand how activism in one realm (such as 

climate action) is inherently linked to activism in others (such as racial justice). 

Theoretical Framework 

To understand the impact of children’s literature in promoting social justice, many scholars turn 

to the framework of critical literacy, which emphasizes the role of education and literature in 

challenging dominant ideologies and empowering individuals to question and transform their 

world. According to Luke (2018), critical literacy “recognizes that reading is not a neutral 

activity; rather, it involves making sense of the world through social, political, and cultural 

lenses.” This approach enables children to critically engage with texts and to understand the 

implications of social structures and power dynamics. Critical literacy also emphasizes the 

importance of agency, or the capacity to act and make choices. In the context of social justice, 

agency involves children learning not only to recognize injustice but also to take active steps 

toward rectifying it. 

Incorporating critical literacy into the study of children’s literature allows scholars to examine 

how books promote activism by encouraging readers to view themselves as active participants in 

the struggle for justice. Scholars such as Janks (2010) argue that literature that challenges social 

norms—whether through representations of race, gender, or environmental issues—empowers 

children to envision and create a better world. Such texts do not just teach children about social 

issues; they also call upon them to become agents of change.Children’s literature has proven 

itself to be a powerful tool for social justice and activism. Through its depictions of race, gender, 

and environmental justice, children’s literature engages young readers in critical thinking, 

empathy, and activism. As scholars have noted, these books not only reflect societal issues but 

also provide children with the language and framework to challenge injustice and advocate for a 

better world. The growing body of literature on this subject underscores the potential of 

children’s books to instill values of social justice and activism, preparing young readers to 

become informed, empathetic, and active participants in the world around them. 

This research aims to explore how children’s literature functions as a tool for social justice and 

activism, examining the representation of various social justice themes (e.g., racial equality, 

gender identity, environmental sustainability) and their potential to foster critical thinking, 

empathy, and activism in young readers. In order to achieve this goal, the study employs a 

qualitative research methodology, incorporating both textual analysis and survey methods to 

gather a comprehensive understanding of the impact of children’s books on social justice and 

activism. Below is a detailed description of the methodological approach, including the data 

collection techniques, sampling strategy, data analysis procedures, and the theoretical 

frameworks guiding the research. 

Research Design 

This study adopts a descriptive qualitative research design to explore how children’s literature 

promotes social justice values and activism. By using this approach, the research investigates the 
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ways in which specific books and narratives engage with social justice issues and foster an active 

response from readers. The methodology involves two main components: 

1. Textual Analysis: The primary texts analyzed will be children’s books that address 

themes of social justice, including works related to race, gender equality, LGBTQ+ 

rights, and environmentalism. These texts will be examined to identify the ways in which 

they present social justice issues, challenge societal norms, and encourage young readers 

to take action. 

2. Surveys and Interviews with Educators and Parents: A secondary component of the 

study will involve collecting qualitative data from educators, parents, and child readers to 

understand how they perceive the impact of children’s literature on fostering social 

justice awareness and activism. 

 Sampling Strategy 

The research sample will consist of two primary groups: 

1. Children’s Books: A purposive sampling approach will be used to select children’s 

literature that engages directly with social justice issues. Books will be chosen based on 

their representation of significant social justice themes, their educational value, and their 

popularity within the target age group. Specific books will include: 

o The Proudest Blue by Ibtihaj Muhammad and S.K. Ali (2019), which addresses 

themes of identity and religious tolerance. 

o Last Stop on Market Street by Matt de la Peña (2015), which explores themes of 

economic inequality and community. 

o George by Alex Gino (2015), which deals with themes of gender identity and 

acceptance. 

o The Lorax by Dr. Seuss (1971), which introduces environmental activism and the 

consequences of environmental degradation. 

These books are representative of the diverse ways in which children’s literature can 

engage with social justice topics and will provide a broad perspective on the various 

strategies used by authors to promote activism. 

2. Participants for Surveys and Interviews: The participants in this study will include: 

o Educators: Teachers and school librarians who incorporate socially conscious 

children’s literature into their curriculum will be invited to participate. Their 

experience in using these texts in educational settings will provide valuable 

insights into the effectiveness of such books in promoting social justice. 

o Parents: A sample of parents will be surveyed to understand their views on the 

role of children’s literature in raising socially responsible children. Parents of 

children aged 6–12 will be targeted, as this age range is crucial for developing 

critical social awareness. 

o Young Readers: To gain insight into how children engage with social justice 

themes, brief interviews or focus groups will be conducted with children who 

have read some of the selected texts. This component will provide firsthand 

accounts of how children interpret the themes and messages of the books. 

 Data Collection Methods 

This study will employ multiple qualitative data collection techniques: 

a. Textual Analysis 

Textual analysis will be the primary method for analyzing children’s literature. A critical 

discourse analysis (CDA) approach, informed by Fairclough (1995), will be used to analyze the 
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language, structure, and content of the selected books. CDA allows for a nuanced understanding 

of how texts represent social justice issues and how they may influence readers' beliefs and 

attitudes. The analysis will focus on: 

• Themes: Identification of key social justice themes such as race, gender, 

environmentalism, and inequality. 

• Character Development: Exploration of how characters embody or resist social justice 

ideals. 

• Narrative Structure: How the structure and plot of the book engage with or resolve 

issues of social justice. 

• Visual Representation: For picture books, an analysis of how illustrations contribute to 

the representation of social justice themes. 

Additionally, books will be assessed for their pedagogical potential—whether they encourage 

empathy, moral reasoning, and activism. Themes of critical literacy (Luke, 2018) will be 

explored, focusing on how these texts invite young readers to question power dynamics and 

social norms. 

b. Surveys and Interviews 

The second method of data collection will involve surveys and interviews with educators, 

parents, and children. Semi-structured interviews will allow participants to provide detailed 

responses while ensuring that key themes related to the study are explored. The survey and 

interview questions will be informed by the following: 

• For Educators: Questions will explore how they use children’s literature with social 

justice themes in the classroom, the perceived impact on students, and any challenges 

they face in promoting activism through books. 

• For Parents: Surveys will explore parents’ beliefs about the role of literature in shaping 

social justice values in their children, how they discuss social issues with their children, 

and their awareness of social justice-themed books. 

• For Children: Through age-appropriate interviews, children will be asked how they 

perceive the messages of the books and whether they feel inspired to take action on issues 

like inequality, environmentalism, or human rights. 

Surveys will be distributed online, while interviews will be conducted either in person or via 

video conferencing, depending on accessibility. Responses will be coded for recurring themes 

and analyzed using thematic analysis (Braun & Clarke, 2006). 

Data Analysis 

The data from textual analysis and surveys/interviews will be analyzed using two main 

approaches: 

a. Thematic Analysis 

Thematic analysis (Braun & Clarke, 2006) will be used to identify recurring themes and patterns 

in both the books and the interviews. This method is particularly suitable for understanding the 

key concepts and messages about social justice and activism that are present in children’s 

literature. The analysis will focus on how the texts promote social justice, how readers perceive 

these themes, and the extent to which the books inspire a sense of agency and activism. 

b. Critical Discourse Analysis (CDA) 

For the textual analysis, CDA will be employed to examine how power, ideology, and social 

structures are represented in the language and images of the books. As Fairclough (1995) argues, 

language is not neutral; it is imbued with power dynamics that shape social relationships. By 
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applying CDA, the study will examine how children’s literature either challenges or reinforces 

dominant narratives related to social justice. 

 Ethical Considerations 

Ethical considerations are paramount in any research involving children. Informed consent will 

be obtained from all participants (including parents and educators), and children will provide 

assent. Participation will be voluntary, and participants will be assured of confidentiality and 

anonymity. Any potential distress caused by discussing sensitive social justice topics will be 

mitigated by ensuring that the interviews and surveys are conducted in a supportive, non-

judgmental environment. Additionally, care will be taken to avoid any form of coercion, 

particularly in interviews with children. 

In this section, we present the findings from the data collected through textual analysis of 

selected children’s literature and surveys/interviews with educators, parents, and young readers. 

The analysis follows the methodology outlined earlier, employing thematic analysis and critical 

discourse analysis (CDA) to explore how children's literature addresses social justice themes 

and fosters activism. The data from surveys and interviews were analyzed to understand the 

perceptions of participants regarding the effectiveness of these books in promoting social justice 

values and inspiring action among young readers. 

1. Textual Analysis Findings 

The primary objective of the textual analysis was to identify key social justice themes in selected 

children’s books and analyze how they represent and engage with issues such as race, gender, 

and environmental justice. The analysis also sought to assess how these texts might encourage 

critical thinking, empathy, and social activism. 

a. Race and Racial Justice 

Books such as The Proudest Blue by Ibtihaj Muhammad and S.K. Ali (2019) and Last Stop on 

Market Street by Matt de la Peña (2015) were found to emphasize themes of racial identity and 

justice. In The Proudest Blue, the story follows a young girl named Faizah, who navigates the 

challenges of wearing a hijab in a world that is often unkind to visible markers of difference. The 

book presents racial and religious prejudice through the lens of a child's experience and 

illustrates the resilience of the protagonist and her family. The theme of self-empowerment in the 

face of discrimination is central to the narrative, with the characters finding strength in their 

identity and culture. 

From a critical discourse analysis (CDA) perspective, the text functions as a counter-narrative 

to dominant discourses of racial and religious intolerance. The representation of Faizah’s journey 

challenges stereotypes about Muslim women and girls, presenting them not as oppressed, but as 

agents of resistance and pride in their cultural practices. As McKinley (2017) notes, “books that 

represent racial diversity provide children with the opportunity to engage with different cultures 

and develop empathy towards marginalized communities.” This book highlights how narratives 

centered on racial justice can empower children to confront discrimination and develop a more 

inclusive worldview. 

In Last Stop on Market Street, the protagonist CJ and his grandmother take a bus ride through a 

racially diverse neighborhood, which exposes CJ to different forms of economic inequality. The 

story portrays racial and economic disparities in a non-didactic manner, allowing young readers 

to experience these issues from the perspective of the child. The text subtly encourages readers to 

recognize the social realities of inequality and calls them to embrace diversity and community. 

Both books promote critical thinking by encouraging readers to question societal norms and 

develop empathy for marginalized groups. These texts align with the work of Janks (2010), who 
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argues that literature can challenge societal structures by encouraging readers to view themselves 

as active agents in creating change. 

b. Gender Identity and LGBTQ+ Rights 

The theme of gender identity is addressed in George by Alex Gino (2015), a story about a 

transgender girl who dreams of playing Charlotte in a school production of Charlotte’s Web. The 

book sensitively explores themes of gender identity, acceptance, and the challenges of living in a 

society that enforces rigid gender roles. The narrative emphasizes the importance of self-

acceptance and courage in the face of social exclusion. 

From a CDA perspective, George challenges the heteronormative expectations placed on 

children by mainstream culture. The book provides a platform for trans voices and represents 

gender as a fluid, personal experience rather than a binary construct. This aligns with 

Rosenberg’s (2021) argument that “children’s literature that challenges traditional gender norms 

creates spaces for self-expression and fosters acceptance.” By presenting a transgender child as 

the protagonist, the book encourages readers to rethink their assumptions about gender and to 

embrace diversity in identity. 

c. Environmental Justice 

Environmental themes are prevalent in works such as The Lorax by Dr. Seuss (1971) and The 

Magic School Bus: The Climate Challenge (2010) by Joanna Cole. These books introduce young 

readers to the concept of environmental degradation and the importance of conservation and 

sustainability. In The Lorax, the titular character speaks for the trees in a world where 

industrialization is threatening the natural environment. The book uses a moralistic narrative to 

demonstrate the consequences of environmental neglect and the importance of protecting the 

planet for future generations. 

From a critical literacy standpoint, The Lorax presents a clear message about the environmental 

impact of corporate greed, illustrating how economic systems can exploit natural resources at 

the cost of the environment. The book calls young readers to become active stewards of the 

Earth, empowering them to act in ways that contribute to environmental justice. Sobel (2008) 

highlights that children’s literature addressing environmental themes is particularly effective in 

“inspiring young readers to take action and advocate for sustainability.” 

The Magic School Bus: The Climate Challenge similarly encourages young readers to think 

critically about their environmental responsibilities. Through the character of Ms. Frizzle and her 

magical bus, the narrative explores the effects of climate change and promotes an understanding 

of the science behind environmental challenges. This book empowers young readers to engage 

with climate activism by providing them with the knowledge and tools needed to understand and 

address environmental issues. 

2. Survey and Interview Findings 

a. Educators’ Perspectives 

Teachers play a crucial role in fostering critical thinking among children (Andleeb et al., 2022; 

Ramzan et al., 2023). They act as guides, inspiring young minds to question, analyze, and 

evaluate information (Akram et al., 2021a, 2021b, 2022; Javaid et al., 2024). By presenting 

various perspectives and challenging conventional wisdom, teachers encourage learners to think 

beyond the obvious (Li & Akram, 2023, 2024; Ramzan et al., 2023). In the classroom, teachers 

design activities and discussions (Abdelrady & Akram, 2022; Ramzan et al., 2023; Javaid et al., 

2024) that require learners to form their own opinions and defend them with logical reasoning 

(Akram & Abdelrady, 2023; Akram & Sohail, 2024; Javaid et al., 2024). They teach children 

how to gather and assess data, make connections, and identify patterns. Through group work and 
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collaborative projects, children learn to listen to different viewpoints and respectfully engage in 

intellectual discourse (Al-Adwan et al., 2022; Javaid et al., 2024; Umar et al., 2024a, 2024b). 

Teachers also model critical thinking themselves by demonstrating curiosity, open-mindedness 

(Javaid et al., 2023), and the willingness to change their own beliefs based on new evidence 

(Javaid & Mahmood, 2023). They provide timely and constructive feedback, helping children 

refine their thinking processes and develop the confidence to think independently. 

Surveys and interviews with educators revealed that many believe that children’s literature 

addressing social justice themes plays an important role in fostering a more inclusive and 

empathetic classroom environment. Educators reported using books with social justice themes as 

tools for initiating discussions on issues such as race, gender, and environmental responsibility. 

One teacher noted, “Books like Last Stop on Market Street open up discussions about inequality 

and privilege in ways that are accessible for young children. They don’t feel preached at, but 

they leave with a deeper understanding of the world.” 

According to McKinley (2017), such pedagogical practices are essential for promoting social 

justice, as they encourage students to engage with diverse perspectives and challenge dominant 

ideologies. Educators also noted that children’s literature offers a “safe space” for discussing 

difficult topics, such as racism or gender identity, without overwhelming young readers. 

b. Parents’ Perspectives 

Parents expressed similar sentiments, with many acknowledging the importance of literature in 

helping children navigate complex social justice issues (Khanam et al., 2022). One parent shared, 

“Reading books about different cultures, like The Proudest Blue, has helped my child develop 

empathy and a better understanding of the struggles faced by others. They now actively speak up 

when they see discrimination.” 

The findings support the work of Fletcher (2018), who suggests that literature not only helps 

children understand social issues but also empowers them to become “agents of change.” Parents 

also reported that social justice-themed books were helpful in initiating meaningful family 

discussions about race, identity, and fairness. 

c. Children’s Perceptions 

When children were asked about their reactions to books like George and The Lorax, many 

expressed a sense of empowerment and a desire to make a difference. One child commented, 

“After reading The Lorax, I started recycling more at home, and I told my mom about what I 

learned. I want to help save the trees!” This aligns with the concept of agency in critical literacy, 

which emphasizes the ability of readers to act upon the social issues presented in literature 

(Luke, 2018). 

Children also expressed a sense of connection to characters who faced adversity, particularly in 

books like George and The Proudest Blue. They identified with the characters’ struggles for 

identity and acceptance, which suggests that literature can be a powerful tool for promoting 

empathy and understanding across diverse experiences. 

Conclusion: Implications for Social Justice Education 

The findings from both the textual analysis and participant surveys indicate that children’s 

literature has significant potential to foster social justice and activism. Books that address themes 

of race, gender, and environmental justice encourage young readers to think critically about 

societal issues, while also promoting empathy and social responsibility. Educators, parents, and 

children all reported that these texts helped in developing a more inclusive worldview and a 

commitment to social activism. 
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These findings confirm the argument made by scholars like Janks (2010) and Sensoy and 

DiAngelo (2017), who highlight the role of literature in promoting critical consciousness and 

empowering young people to engage with social justice issues. As children’s literature continues 

to evolve, it is clear that it can play a vital role in shaping the next generation of social justice 

advocates. 

References 

Abdelrady, A. H., & Akram, H. (2022). An empirical study of ClassPoint tool application in 

enhancing EFL students’ online learning satisfaction. Systems, 10(5), 154.  

https://doi.org/10.3390/systems10050154  

Akram, H., & Abdelrady, A. H. (2023). Application of ClassPoint tool in reducing EFL learners’ 

test anxiety: an empirical evidence from Saudi Arabia. Journal of Computers in 

Education, 1-19. https://doi.org/10.1007/s40692-023-00265-z  

Akram, H., & Li, S. (2024). Understanding the Role of Teacher-Student Relationships in 

Students’ Online learning Engagement: Mediating Role of Academic Motivation. 

Perceptual and Motor Skills, 00315125241248709.  

Akram, H., & Sohail, A. (2024). Role of Goal-Setting and Planning on Students’ academic 

Performance of Computational Mathematics: A Bayesian Inference Approach. 

Educational Research and Innovation, 4(4), 13-22. 

http://dx.doi.org/10.61866/eri.v4i4.138  

Akram, H., Abdelrady, A. H., Al-Adwan, A. S., & Ramzan, M. (2022). Teachers’ perceptions of 

technology integration in teaching-learning practices: A systematic review. Frontiers in 

psychology, 13, 920317. 

Akram, H., Al-Adwan, A. S., Aslam, S., & Khan, M. I. (2021). Pedagogical practices and 

challenges in cultivating moral values: A qualitative study of primary school teachers in 

Pakistan. Education 3-13, 1-13. https://doi.org/10.1080/03004279.2021.1992471  

Akram, H., Aslam, S., Saleem, A., & Parveen, K. (2021). The challenges of online teaching in 

COVID-19 pandemic: a case study of public universities in Karachi, Pakistan. Journal of 

Information Technology Education Research, 20, 263.  

Akram, H., Yingxiu, Y., Al-Adwan, A. S., & Alkhalifah, A. (2021). Technology Integration in 

Higher Education During COVID-19: An Assessment of Online Teaching Competencies 

Through Technological Pedagogical Content Knowledge Model. Frontiers in 

Psychology, 12, 736522-736522.   

Al-Adwan, A. S., Nofal, M., Akram, H., Albelbisi, N. A., & Al-Okaily, M. (2022). Towards a 

sustainable adoption of e-learning systems: The role of self-directed learning. Journal of 

Information Technology Education: Re-search, 21, 245-267.   

Andleeb, N., Kamran, M., & Akram, H. (2022). Examination of the Demographic Variables in 

Promoting Creativity in Pakistan: A Follow-Up Study. International Journal of Business 

and Management Sciences, 3(2), 35-47. 

Baron, N. S. (2011). The Language of Instruction: Children’s Literature as a Tool for 

Socializing Children. Journal of Children’s Literature, 37(2), 34-48. 

Braun, V., & Clarke, V. (2006). Using thematic analysis in psychology. Qualitative Research in 

Psychology, 3(2), 77-101. 

Dyer, A. (2020). Empathy and Activism in Children’s Literature: A New Era of Social 

Responsibility. Children’s Literature Review, 25(1), 99-118. 

Fairclough, N. (1995). Critical Discourse Analysis: The Critical Study of Language. Longman. 

https://doi.org/10.3390/systems10050154
https://doi.org/10.1007/s40692-023-00265-z
http://dx.doi.org/10.61866/eri.v4i4.138
https://doi.org/10.1080/03004279.2021.1992471


JOURNAL OF APPLIED LINGUISTICS AND TESOL (JALT) 
Vol.7. No.4 2024 

 

898 
 

Fletcher, A. (2018). The Power of Stories: Social Justice in Children’s Literature. Journal of 

Social Justice Education, 12(3), 207-221. 

Gino, A. (2015). George. Scholastic. 

Herthel, J., & Jennings, J. (2014). I Am Jazz. Dial Books for Young Readers. 

Janks, H. (2010). Critical Literacy in Children’s Literature: The Role of Activism. Literacy in 

Education, 18(4), 72-85. 

Javaid Z.K., Akram, D., Fatima, S. M., Ahmad, J., & Hafeez, H. (2024). Investigating Emotional 

Experiences of Music Listener: Impact on Psychological Well-being. Harf-O-Sukhan, 

8(2), 494-501.  

Javaid, Z. K., & Mahmood, K. (2023). Efficacy of Expressive Writing Therapy in Reducing 

Embitterment among University Students. Pakistan Journal of Law, Analysis and 

Wisdom, 2(02), 136-145. 

Javaid, Z. K., Andleeb, N., & Rana, S. (2023). Psychological Perspective on Advanced Learners’ 

Foreign Language-related Emotions across the Four Skills. Voyage Journal of 

Educational Studies, 3 (2), 191-207. 

Javaid, Z. K., Chen, Z., & Ramzan, M. (2024). Assessing stress causing factors and language 

related challenges among first year students in higher institutions in Pakistan. Acta 

Psychologica, 248, 104356. 

Javaid, Z. K., Ijaz, S., Latif, E., & Azam, S. (2024). A Qualitative Study on Student-Teacher 

Interaction: Student Engagement and Teacher Feedback. International Journal of 

Contemporary Issues in Social Sciences, 3(2), 1670–1683. Retrieved from  

Javaid, Z. K., Ikram, L., Aleem, M., Ishaq, I., & Arshad, M. (2024). Investigating role of family 

violence in intergenerational transmission of abusive parenting: A qualitative study. 

Jahan-e-Tahqeeq, 7(2), 512-528. 

Javaid, Z. K., Khan, K., Kamran, M., & Aslam, S. (2024). Influence of Mindfulness on 

Environmental Satisfaction among Young Adults: Mediating Role of Environmental 

Identity. Environment and Social Psychology, 9(9), 2937. 

Jensen, D. (2019). The Intersection of Environmental and Social Justice: Implications for 

Children’s Literature. Environmental Education Research, 25(6), 853-872. 

Khanam, L., Akram, H., & Kamran, M. (2022). Parental Expectations and Students' Academic 

Interests: A Case Study of the Islamia University of Bahawalpur, Pakistan. Pakistan 

Journal of Social Sciences, 42(1), 61-70. 

Li, S., & Akram, H. (2023). Do emotional regulation behaviors matter in EFL teachers' 

professional development?: A process model approach. Porta Linguarum: revista 

internacional de didáctica de las lenguas extranjeras, (9), 273-291. 

Li, S., & Akram, H. (2024). Navigating Pronoun-Antecedent Challenges: A Study of ESL 

Academic Writing Errors. SAGE Open, 14(4), 21582440241296607. 

http://dx.doi.org/10.1177/21582440241296607  

Luke, A. (2018). Critical Literacy and Pedagogy in Children’s Literature. Pedagogy, 16(2), 234-

250. 

Luke, A. (2018). Critical Literacy and Pedagogy in Children’s Literature. Pedagogy, 16(2), 234-

250. 

Ma, D., Akram, H., & Chen, I. H. (2024). Artificial Intelligence in Higher Education: A Cross-

Cultural Examination of Students’ Behavioral Intentions and Attitudes. The International 

Review of Research in Open and Distributed Learning, 25(3), 134-157. 

http://dx.doi.org/10.1177/21582440241296607


JOURNAL OF APPLIED LINGUISTICS AND TESOL (JALT) 
Vol.7. No.4 2024 

 

899 
 

McKinley, A. (2017). Diversity and Representation in Children’s Books: A Review of Current 

Trends. Children’s Literature in Education, 48(3), 273-290. 

Mickenberg, J. (2006). Children’s Literature and Politics: The Role of Books in Shaping Social 

Movements. Journal of Politics and Culture, 34(1), 120-135. 

Mickenberg, J. (2006). Children’s Literature and Politics: The Role of Books in Shaping Social 

Movements. Journal of Politics and Culture, 34(1), 120-135. 

Muhammad, I., & Ali, S. K. (2019). The Proudest Blue: A Story of Hijab and Family. Little, 

Brown Books for Young Readers. 

Peña, M. de la. (2015). Last Stop on Market Street. G.P. Putnam’s Sons. 

Ramzan, M., Azmat, Z., Khan, M. A., & un Nisa, Z. (2023, June). Subject-Verb Agreement 

Errors in ESL Students' Academic Writing: A Surface Taxonomy Approach. 

In Linguistic Forum-A Journal of Linguistics (Vol. 5, No. 2, pp. 16-21). 

Ramzan, M., Bibi, R., & Khunsa, N. (2023). Unraveling the Link between Social Media Usage 

and Academic Achievement among ESL Learners: A Quantitative Analysis. Global. 

Educational Studies Review, VIII, 407-421. 

Ramzan, M., Javaid, Z. K., & Ali, A. A. (2023). Perception of Students about Collaborative 

Strategies Employed by Teachers for Enhancing English Vocabulary and Learning 

Motivation. Pakistan Journal of Law, Analysis and Wisdom, 2(02), 146-158. 

Rosenberg, H. (2021). Gender Diversity in Children’s Literature: A Critical Examination. 

Gender and Education, 33(5), 660-677. 

Sensoy, Ö., & DiAngelo, R. (2017). Is Everyone Really Equal? An Introduction to Key Concepts 

in Social Justice Education. Teachers College Press. 

Sobel, D. (2008). Children’s Literature and Environmental Education: A Guide for Teachers 

and Parents. Teachers College Press. 

Tatum, B. D. (2019). Teaching Racial Justice through Children’s Literature: An Analysis of 

Woodson’s Brown Girl Dreaming. Journal of African American Education, 29(2), 201-

215. 

Umar, M., Congman, R., & Akram, H. (2024). Perceived entrepreneurial orientation and 

perceived academic entrepreneurial intention: a mediating role of knowledge 

creation. Policy Research Journal, 2(4), 953-967. 

Umar, M., Congman, R., & Akram, H. (2024). The role of perceived entrepreneurial thinking 

towards academic entrepreneurial intentions: moderating role of entrepreneurial 

environment. EDUCATIONAL RESEARCH AND INNOVATION, 4(04), 40-54. 


