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Abstract

This research article critically examines the representation of weapons in contemporary Punjabi
songs and interprets this trend through the concept of “sick art.” The study begins by outlining
the theoretical foundations of fine art, emphasizing its aesthetic, ethical, and social dimensions.
It then provides a brief historical overview of fine art in Punjab, demonstrating how traditional
Punjabi artistic forms, particularly folk music and poetry, were grounded in humanistic values,
cultural harmony, resistance, and collective identity rather than the glorification of violence.
Building upon this historical and aesthetic framework, the article analyzes selected modern
Punjabi songs in which weapons appear as prominent lyrical and visual symbols. The study
argues that such representations mark a departure from the principles of fine art and contribute
to the normalization of aggression, hyper-masculinity, and power-based identity. This shift
transforms music into a form of sick art, where violence is aestheticized and cultural expression
is reduced to spectacle. The article concludes that the persistent glorification of weapons in
contemporary Punjabi music reflects an aesthetic and cultural degeneration, and it calls for
renewed artistic responsibility and a re-engagement with the ethical and cultural values of
Punjabi fine art.
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His Majesty pays much attention to music, and is the patron of all who practise this
enchanting art. There are numerous musicians at court, Hindos, lIranis, Toranis,
Kashmiris, both men and women. The court musicians are arranged in seven divisions,
one for each day in the week. (3)
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In legal matters, understanding the mental state of an accused person is crucial.
This helps determine whether the accused committed an act with full knowledge
of its consequences. IPC Section 26 of the Indian Penal Code defines the term
“reason to believe” as the knowledge a person holds, which would lead any
reasonable person to conclude that certain facts or circumstances are true. This
legal provision is important as it establishes whether the accused had an
awareness of the crime they committed, impacting the nature and severity of
their punishment. (9)
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..... "great and healthy works of art remain an ever renewing treasure for
mankind." (18)
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