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Abstract:

This research paper explores the concept of intertextuality and its application within Urdu poetry and literature.
Intertextuality, as a literary theory, emphasizes the interconnectedness of texts, suggesting that every work derives
meaning through its relationship with other texts rather than existing in isolation. The study begins with a
theoretical framework outlining the types and functions of intertextuality, including explicit references, stylistic
allusions, and implicit dialogues between texts.

The paper applies these concepts to selected works of prominent Urdu literary figures. The poetry of Mirza Ghalib,
Allama Igbal and Faiz Ahmed Faiz is analyzed to reveal how intertextual references, both classical and
contemporary, enrich thematic depth and cultural resonance. Additionally, the novels of Qurratulain Haider and
the short stories of Saadat Hasan Manto and Intizar Hussain are examined to illustrate narrative intertextuality,
where texts engage with historical, social and literary contexts to produce layered meanings.

Through this analysis, the study demonstrates that Urdu literature, whether poetic or prose, is a dynamic
intertextual network where meaning is co-constructed by writers, readers, and the broader literary tradition. The
findings suggest that intertextuality provides a critical lens to understand how Urdu writers negotiate tradition
and modernity, social realities, and artistic expression. This research contributes to a deeper comprehension of
textual dialogues in Urdu literature and offers a framework for future studies on comparative literary
interconnections.
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“Any text is constructed as a mosaic of quotations; any text is the absorption and transformation of another”.(1)
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“The text is a tissue of quotations drawn from the innumerable centers of culture”.(2)
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“In language there are only differences without positive terms”.(3)
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“The word in language is half someone else’s”.(4)
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“Any utterance is a link in a chain of speech communication”.(5)
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“Intertextuality replaces the notion of inter subjectivity”.(6)
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“The birth of the reader must be at the cost of the death of the Author”.(7)
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“No poet, no artist of any art, has his complete meaning alone”.(8)
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“The novel is a diversity of social speech types”.(9)
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