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Abstract

The linguistic architecture of modern Urdu poetry attained a profound aesthetic and intellectual maturity in the
poetic universe of Nasir Kazmi, whose verse transformed simplicity into a deeply evocative artistic experience.
Emerging from the civilizational trauma of the Partition of the Indian subcontinent, Nasir Kazmi reconstructed
the classical idiom of the Urdu ghazal through a language marked by silence, inwardness, symbolic resonance,
and subdued musicality. This research article critically investigates the linguistic formations in his poetry through
the theoretical frameworks of stylistics, semantics, phonetics, symbolism, and structural poetics.

The study reveals that Nasir Kazmi did not merely inherit the classical tradition—particularly the melancholic
and emotionally textured diction of Mir Taqi Mir—but reinterpreted it in accordance with the fractured
consciousness, existential solitude, and spiritual displacement of the modern age. His poetic language embodies
a rare fusion of colloquial ease and metaphysical depth, where ordinary words transcend their lexical meanings
and evolve into symbols of memory, migration, loneliness, loss, and civilizational decay. The article further
demonstrates how his subtle syntactic economy, soft phonetic patterns, sensory imagery, and suggestive
symbolism create a meditative poetic atmosphere in which silence itself becomes expressive.

Through close textual analysis of selected verses, the research highlights Nasir Kazmi’s extraordinary linguistic
consciousness and establishes his poetry as a seminal contribution to the evolution of modern Urdu poetics. His
artistic achievement lies in liberating Urdu ghazal from rhetorical ornamentation and restoring to it an intimate,
humane, and spiritually resonant voice. Ultimately, the article argues that Nasir Kazmi’s poetic language
represents not merely a stylistic innovation but a quiet aesthetic revolution that reshaped the sensibility, texture,
and expressive possibilities of twentieth-century Urdu poetry.
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