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Abstract

This research article presents a comparative analysis of the methodologies employed in biblical textual
criticism by two prominent figures from different intellectual traditions: Bart D. Ehrman, a leading contemporary
secular biblical scholar, and Maulana Rahmatullah Kairanvi, a 19th-century Islamic scholar. The study focuses
on Ehrman’s "Rational Eclecticism"” as presented in Misquoting Jesus and Kairanvi’s systematic critique
in Izhar-ul-Haq. While both scholars identify significant manuscript variants and scribal alterations, their
theological premises and objectives differ substantially. Ehrman utilizes the historical-critical method to question
the orthodox narrative of scripture, whereas Kairanvi employs these textual discrepancies to argue for the Islamic
concept of Tahrif (alteration). This paper examines the points of convergence and divergence in their treatment
of 'Internal’ and 'External’ evidence, concluding with an assessment of their impact on modern interfaith dialogue
and biblical scholarship.
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® Mufti Muhammad Taqi Usmani, Bible say Quran Tak (Urdu/Roman Script), (Karachi:
Maktaba Ma'ariful Quran, 2010), 1: 50.

7 Mufti Muhammad Taqi Usmani, Bible say Quran Tak (Urdu/Roman Script), (Karachi:
Maktaba Ma'ariful Quran, 2010), 2: 120.

§ Bart D. Ehrman, Misquoting Jesus: The Story Behind Who Changed the Bible and Why (New
York: HarperSanFrancisco, 2005), 208-210.

 Mukhtasar Izhar-ul-Haq (Urdu Translation), (Lahore: Islami Academy, n.d.), 25.

10" Bart D. Ehrman, Misquoting Jesus: The Story Behind Who Changed the Bible and
Why (New York: HarperSanFrancisco, 2005), 11, 211.
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' Bart D. Ehrman, Misquoting Jesus: The Story Behind Who Changed the Bible and
Why (New York: HarperSanFrancisco, 2005), 5, 7, 11.

12 Bart D. Ehrman, Misquoting Jesus: The Story Behind Who Changed the Bible and
Why (New York: HarperSanFrancisco, 2005), 5.

13 Bart D. Ehrman, Misquoting Jesus: The Story Behind Who Changed the Bible and
Why (New York: HarperSanFrancisco, 2005), 128.

4 Bart D. Ehrman, Misquoting Jesus: The Story Behind Who Changed the Bible and
Why (New York: HarperSanFrancisco, 2005), 128.

15 Bart D. Ehrman, Misquoting Jesus: The Story Behind Who Changed the Bible and
Why (New York: HarperSanFrancisco, 2005), 129-131.

16 Bart D. Ehrman, Misquoting Jesus: The Story Behind Who Changed the Bible and
Why (New York: HarperSanFrancisco, 2005), Title page.

17 Bart D. Ehrman, Misquoting Jesus: The Story Behind Who Changed the Bible and
Why (New York: HarperSanFrancisco, 2005), 10, 90.

18 Bart D. Ehrman, Misquoting Jesus: The Story Behind Who Changed the Bible and
Why (New York: HarperSanFrancisco, 2005), 46-47, 55.

19 Bart D. Ehrman, Misquoting Jesus: The Story Behind Who Changed the Bible and
Why (New York: HarperSanFrancisco, 2005), 48.

20 Bart D. Ehrman, Misquoting Jesus: The Story Behind Who Changed the Bible and
Why (New York: HarperSanFrancisco, 2005), 90.

2l Bart D. Ehrman, Misquoting Jesus: The Story Behind Who Changed the Bible and
Why (New York: HarperSanFrancisco, 2005), 55.

22 Bart D. Ehrman, Misquoting Jesus: The Story Behind Who Changed the Bible and
Why (New York: HarperSanFrancisco, 2005), 56.
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2 Bart D. Ehrman, Misquoting Jesus: The Story Behind Who Changed the Bible and
Why (New York: HarperSanFrancisco, 2005), 151.

24 Bart D. Ehrman, Misquoting Jesus: The Story Behind Who Changed the Bible and
Why (New York: HarperSanFrancisco, 2005), 81, 113.

2> Bart D. Ehrman, Misquoting Jesus: The Story Behind Who Changed the Bible and
Why (New York: HarperSanFrancisco, 2005), 46, 52.

26 Bart D. Ehrman, Misquoting Jesus: The Story Behind Who Changed the Bible and
Why (New York: HarperSanFrancisco, 2005), 52, 107.

27 Bart D. Ehrman, Misquoting Jesus: The Story Behind Who Changed the Bible and
Why (New York: HarperSanFrancisco, 2005), 99, 115.

28 Bart D. Ehrman, Misquoting Jesus: The Story Behind Who Changed the Bible and
Why (New York: HarperSanFrancisco, 2005), 12, 13.

22 Mufti Muhammad Taqi Usmani, Isaiyat Kya Hai? (Karachi: Idara-tul-Ma'arif, n.d.), 5-6.
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4 Bart D. Ehrman, Misquoting Jesus: The Story Behind Who Changed the Bible and
Why (New York: HarperSanFrancisco, 2005), 152, 170.
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Why (New York: HarperSanFrancisco, 2005), 151, 157.
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