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Abstract:

Dakkni literature has long remained a subject of debate among historians of Urdu literature, with some scholars
recognizing its significance and others paying comparatively little attention to it. The treatment of Dakkni
literature by historians writing in English reflects these differing perspectives. Ram Babu Saksena, the first
historian of Urdu literature in English, did not accord substantial importance to the nearly three centuries of
Dakkni literary production. In contrast, Graham Bailey made a remarkable effort to provide a detailed account
of this literary tradition in his A History of Urdu Literature, including information about several writers whose
works were no longer available. Muhammad Sadiq largely followed Saksena’s approach and contributed little
new information regarding Dakkni literature, while Ralph Russell omitted this period altogether from his
historical narrative. Ali Jawad Zaidi, however, sought to offer a more comprehensive assessment and claimed to
explore previously neglected aspects of Dakkni literary history. Although his work enriches the understanding of
the field, he also incorporated the literature of Gujarat into his discussion of Dakkni literature, a decision that
arguably required separate treatment. This study critically examines the views of major English-language
historians of Urdu literature and analyzes their varying approaches to the representation and evaluation of
Dakkni literature.
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“Dakhni is a form of Hindustani used by Musulmans in the Deccan”(4)
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“1.Without the loved on wine cannot be drunk,
Nor without her one moment life be lived.
2. They said: Show patience absent from your love,

They can be said, but surely not be done” (5)
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“Then all of sudden an event of far reaching significance occurred, In 1326, Mohammad Tughlaq issued a fiat for
the en masse exodus of Delhi population to new capital Daulatabad (Deogiri) in the South and transplanted it in

that predominantly Dravdian region”(9)
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“It has been claimed that Dakkni ( Deccani) was made the official language by the Bahmni kingdom by its founder,
Alauddin Hasan Bahman Shah and later by Ibrahim Adil Shah of Bijapur” (11)
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