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Abstract:

The concept of Bid'ah (religious innovation) has remained one of the most debated subjects in Islamic intellectual
history. Muslim scholars have extensively discussed its definition, classifications, legal implications, and the
evidential arguments advanced by its proponents. Among the classical works on this subject, Al-I'tisam by Imam
Abu Ishaq Al-Shatibi occupies a distinguished position due to its systematic treatment of the principles governing
innovation in religion.

This study presents an analytical and critical examination of the condemnation of Bid'ah and the
evidential sources relied upon by its advocates, with special reference to Al-I'tisam. It explores Al-Shatibi's
methodology in defining Bid'ah, distinguishing it from legitimate religious practices, and evaluating the Qur'anic,
Prophetic, rational, and customary arguments employed to justify innovative practices. The study further analyzes
the scholarly principles established by Al-Shatibi for assessing religious evidence and safeguarding the integrity
of Islamic teachings.

Adopting a qualitative and analytical research methodology, the paper evaluates Al-Shatibi's arguments
in the light of classical Islamic scholarship while highlighting their relevance to contemporary religious
discourse. The study concludes that adherence to authentic textual evidence and the objectives of the Shariah
remains essential in distinguishing legitimate religious practices from unwarranted innovations, thereby
preserving the purity and unity of Islamic teachings.

Keywords: Bid'ah, Innovation in Islam, Al-1'tisam, Al-Shatibi, Islamic Jurisprudence, Usul al-
Figh, Religious Innovation, Islamic Thought, Evidential Sources, Sunnah.
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