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Abstract

This research article presents a comparative and philosophical analysis of Qurratulain Hyder's landmark novel
Aag Ka Darya (River of Fire) within the intersection of global literary traditions, existential philosophy, and post-
colonial theory. The central thesis argues that the novel transcends its role as a chronological narrative of two
and a half millennia of South Asian history, functioning instead as a cosmic metaphor for existential anguish,
temporal determinism, the failure of communication, and the crisis of post-colonial identity. Through a
comparative methodology, the study correlates Hyder's narrative with Albert Camus's Absurdism, Milan
Kundera's dialectic of memory and forgetting, Fariduddin Attar's mystical allegories in Mantiq-ut-Tayr, Virginia
Woolf and James Joyce's stream of consciousness technique, Edward Said's post-colonial framework, and Samuel
Beckett's theatre of the absurd. The article also offers a sustained analysis of the character Champa as an
archetype of the subcontinent's collective feminine memory, a reading largely absent from prior Urdu scholarship.
Urdu critical voices including Shamsur Rahman Faruqi, Dr. Anwar Sadeed, and Ale Ahmad Suroor are integrated
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to bridge national and international critical traditions. The study concludes that the universality of Aag Ka Darya
is neither coincidental nor regional, but an earned place in the collective consciousness of world literature.

Keywords: Qurratulain Hyder, Aag Ka Darya, Existential Solitude, Comparative Literature,
Absurdism, Stream of Consciousness, Post-colonial Narrative, Urdu Novel.
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"Time present and time past / Are both perhaps present in time future, / And
time future contained in time past.” [3]

236



JALT

ISSN E: 2709-8273
ISSN P:2709-8265

JOURNAL OF APPLIED LINGUISTICS AND TESOL (JALT)

JOURNAL OF APPLIED Vol.9 No.12026

LINGUISTICS AND
TESOL

NE e S 6 LS I b S P St e L5 2 0 et SR 51 g S
&@.‘QJP,&%&J;%&/J)’ uﬁ:ﬁﬁéd,dldw,vfu;’.M@ud‘;g%/;Lc‘-t'g@u:Uéfuﬂtzﬂd/atfg:ciﬁLgo/@l KLl
B A Y PN Y- RPN PR

l/;u;l:‘glﬂlggﬁ?‘mgt& "c:uKd%//"u._,g:[ﬂu?él/_i/ng/ud/&:J_ (Henri Bergson)d!&dﬂd/gu’ijt)

,:l,.(ugd:” i3/ ‘w&lg&/u:ﬂ /J F oo LULZZAI%UL@JJI 16,72 3012535 Qa1 Gk o (Durée)" e sns”
< 8 2 MTa§ st L So S Pt o' e S ar e S U & F IS nzz g sk 1" " S
"_?nu‘f’»f;&?m:lmﬁ%aﬂn“Ll[/nf/a’vgjtﬁd":%d{

LL.L;@.L;.J:u;)d/dﬁ%,c}.:béulﬂ//r‘jd;/’bu’l5:3;‘_}: One Hundred Years of Solitude/QLé‘%lLk.'//ty/gd/ff
LA S LMK IT 22 50 P SIS0 E 5 e A St iy [ 5]

Ku;’df.’J |F/“ u‘? " Races condemned to one hundred years of solitude did not have a second opportunity on earth"
_,L;:‘tKzg_fuu‘f/ém‘ug/mfzié_tgaemt;y@'yuﬁgéém,ﬂu:féé@J/;l}/éul:%lﬁ,y‘;):ﬁ,gl
S

Jl]uﬁ'g;uﬁug/!)/iﬁi/;@fuw:[6]&@[{./&@&&”6/&}& The Magic Mountaind_ (Thomas Mann)¢ly” (3
35 FarrP S8 f izl & S a Lt sk ST P51 O f T da s
T/:w}?JTVgI‘LLQ/U;(JJ/}JJ)?LL&/}{&L@(JU|,ﬂuﬁf;ﬁ{uzf‘[‘:dzgfz’jJt’fg&ﬁd/gﬁZT(ﬁ/LULL/}f‘jfji
-Lgﬁjgaéié/l//f%@’;

/F;&Ul/}l?ﬂ&:ﬂﬂ:ﬂd)ﬁﬁ_f"

B 6L (Absurdism)"=-2U5-8"¢ (Albert Camus)s6 221 Uit 251 Ut sE§umn S L s T "2
60 The Myth of Sisyphusd_s6-c_(b AL 25

"There is but one truly serious philosophical problem, and that is suicide.
Judging whether life is or is not worth living amounts to answering the
Sfundamental question of philosophy." [7]

L;tgdyw,&u;/,;&ru@?‘a,u(y;zuulK@f‘ﬂg’f‘%r/ww':,,'aw"uui_,e‘écgﬁ;s,u'uw,u{yj&g(
f/é%&uf.,mf@/uflfw&lgu-wgﬁg/bfééémq,‘/édﬁmgquU/‘[)fff_‘amruyn
ce e H YU e S
:+/G,KJ;JJ:J /"f;o’w@&%mrih{lo:‘vquw/Msz I e A L P L
"One must imagine Sisyphus happy." [8]

S EII G\ L 2L s e 5Lzt L L3 2 Bd Usts S L s 15 22 (i,
-cL-.sﬂf.u/ OITR A
Z&V&Jlrdugujff/&wﬁdfdﬂ)ulUIgl:@):'T_tngd}ﬁﬁu}’-fuf The Brothers Karamazov&uﬁ{i"‘u
The mystery of human existence lies not in just staying alive, but in finding":% JLJQ{P 21U &LAJI L‘;"Lal,«é/fl
/;)/if@/t’/ﬁuﬁCf(ff/:uﬁof&r:uﬁ!ﬁfcujuﬁfu”pﬁ'g;d/é"u’lue//b/(ézyui’]!i/“ something to live for." [9]
<4‘;&)Lépf/|4};l4jl}?’u’l/@
:Jugo‘é{d/é_n"o)/rg"é:ﬁﬁuﬁ NauseaL}/VJEUIJ’
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"As flies to wanton boys are we to the gods, / They kill us for their sport.” [11]
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"Life is not a series of gig lamps symmetrically arranged, life is a luminous
halo, a semi-transparent envelope surrounding us from the beginning of
consciousness to the end." [12]
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"If you wish to be lost in this ocean, remember that it will destroy you before it
grants you rest." [16]
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"The Orient was almost a European invention, and had been since antiquity a

place of romance, exotic beings, haunting memories and landscapes,
remarkable experiences." [17]
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