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Abstract 
The purpose of the current research is to assess the approaches of the texts of editorials written during Covid-19. 

In order to achieve this goal, editorials from The Express Tribune were selected because this newspaper is available 

online and is among top five read newspapers of Pakistan. As corpus of the study, two hundred editorials were 

collected which were specifically related to Covid-19. Biber’s Multidimensional model which is known as Old MD 

has been used for the analysis. After collecting and compiling, the data has been tagged through MAT Tagger. The 

obtained raw data has been processed using factor analysis. The results have revealed that the editorials written on 

Covid-19 are not persuading directly to the readers rather implicitly they have drawn the attention of the readers 

towards the subject. Moreover, they have used formal language and are written precisely. 

Keywords: The Express Tribune, editorials, MD analasis, Covid-19, linguistic features 

 

1. Introduction 

A horrible situation has been created with the advent of Covid-19 in which many lives have 

been wasted around the globe. Hardly there might be any country which is saved from Covid-19. 

Covid-19 has not only affected the health and increased the death rate but also it has severely 

affected education system and economy too. Other than these issues, another major issue is 

disinformation regarding covid-19. The material available related to covid-19 may or may not be 

true. A few pieces of information might be altered to capture the minds of the masses (Hua & 

Shaw, 2020). So, it’s very challenging to trace out the truth which may be possible through the 

analysis of different texts. Current research analyzes the texts of editorials of ‘The Express 

Tribune’ by applying Biber’s multidimensional model. 

1.1. Research Question 

How the application of Biber’s multidimensional model can be used to evaluate distribution of text 

types and linguistic features in five dimensions in the editorials of The Express Tribune? 

2. Literature Review 

Data from media source has been taken in the research of Zafran, et al (2021). They have 

analyzed two speeches of the Prime Minister of Pakistan at that time. Those speeches were on the 

subject of fund raising and were in April, 2021. The data was analyzed by using Fairclough’s 3D 

model. The research of research of Zafran, et al (2021) and the current research both have collected 

data from media sources. Both the data were related to Covid-19. However, the differences are; 

current research is on editorials and their research is on speeches, current research has analyzed 

the data with the help of multidimensional analysis and their research has used Fairclough’s 3D 

model. 

Another corpus-based study has been conducted on the editorials previously by Ali and 

Sheeraz (2018). Their research has gathered the data from print media sources unlike current study 
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which has gathered the data electronically. Their data was analyzed at two levels. Initially the 

corpus has been collected, and analyzed through MD analysis presented by Biber in 1988 and 

created five dimensions. Secondly, for further analysis, three factors ANOVA was used. As per 

the results of the research, different sections of the newspaper are more explicit, contain less 

information and are less argumentative. Their study is diachronic in nature as it was conducted 

over a certain period of time. However, current research is synchronic. 

3. Methodology 

A specialized corpus comprising editorials from ‘The Express Tribune’ has been selected. For this 

purpose, two hundred editorials having 72,863 words have been considered. All of these editorials 

are written on the subject of Covid-19 starting from 1st March, 2020 to 4th August 2022. These 

editorials will be analyzed by applying Biber’s MD analysis. MD analysis involves the steps of 

collection of data, its compilation, tagging through the software of MAT tagger, normalization of 

the data, application of principle factor analysis, and finally computation of dimensional scores. 

4. Results and Discussions 

Seven dimensions have been prescribed by Biber in his multidimensional model but current 

research has considered only five dimensions out of them because only these five are relevant to 

the data. The figure below shows the ratio of text types. The percentage shows that there is a bent 

towards learned exposition which is 61.4%. It reflects that the editorials of TET are written in 

expository style. 

 

Figure 1 

Pie Chart representation 

 
The raw data from TET has been extracted by using MAT tagger. That raw data has been 

shown in the table below. Following table shows mean, range, standard deviation, maximum and 

minimum values of all dimensions. It further helps in finding eigen values. 
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Table 1 

Descriptive Statistics of the Corpus 
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The above table presents the frequency of every linguistic feature in the corpus. Those features 

which have been occurred in a few texts have shown higher values of range. 

Table 2 
Eigen Values of the Factor Analysis 

 
Dimension one and dimension four have negative mean values as per above table. It reflects 

that the texts of editorials are less involved and more informational. The following scree plot shows 

that dimension one has highest number of features as compared to other dimensions and then there 

is a sharp break in other dimensions. 

Figure 2 

Scree Plot 
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The negative mean values of dimension one and four show that these editorials have covert 

expression of persuasion. 

Table 3 

Descriptive Statistics of all dimensions 

 
Table three reflects correlational matrix. The values are from -1 to 1. Direct relation is 

represented through positive values and inverse relation is represented through negative values. 

According to this table, there is highest positive correlation in dimension one and dimension four. 

Table 4 

Inter-dimensional Correlations 

 
 

4.2.2.1. Dimension 1: Involved Vs Informational 
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Figure 5 reflects that official documents is the closest text type in dimension one hence the 

editorials are more informative and less involved.   

 

 

 

 

Figure 3 

Dimension 1 

 
The next table represents the frequencies of the positive and negative linguistic features in the 

data. 
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Table 5 

Factorial Structure 

 
The cut off point according to Biber is 0.35. The values of seven linguistic features are less 

than this cut off point so they have to be excluded from the analysis. The linguistic features which 

are on the negative side have higher values which means in dimension one, texts are more 

informational. Specifically, adverbs have been used more frequently to explain the situation of 

Covid-19 such as; 

 
 

4.2.2.2. Dimension 2: Narrative Vs Non-narrative 

According to the following figure, the closest text type is press reportage at dimension two. 

Figure 4 

Dimension 2 



JOURNAL OF APPLIED LINGUISTICS AND TESOL 

Vol.7. No.4.2024 

 
 

 
 
 

1875 
 

 
Table 6 

Factorial Structure of Dimension 2 

 
The above table shows that the three linguistic features on the negative side have higher 

values than the cut off point. Out of these features, present tense has the highest value. It indicates 

that the language of the editorials has a narrative touch as apparent from following example; 
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4.2.2.3. Dimension 3: Explicit Vs Situation Dependent Reference 

In dimension three of TET, the closest text type is academic prose. The texts of the 

editorials are is more explicit and less situation dependent. These texts have been elaborated 

explicitly. 

Figure 5 

Dimension 3 

 
Table 7 

Factorial Structure of Dimension 3 

 
The factorial structure given in above table shows that on negative side, only two features 

have values more than the cut off point. However, on the positive side, three features have higher 

values example of which is given below; 
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The higher values of positive features show that the texts are explicit rather than situation 

dependent. 

 

4.2.2.4. Dimension 4: Overt Expression of Persuasion 

On dimension four, official document is the closest text type. In editorials written on 

Covid-19, there is care and formality expressed through their language which means they are 

overtly expressive. 

Figure 6 

Dimension 4 
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There are equal number of features at both sides i.e. three at negative and three at positive side. 

However, the value of negative features is more than the positive ones. The words like unless, as 

long as, whether, otherwise have been used more frequently such as; 

 
Table 8 

Factorial Structure of Dimension 4 
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4.2.2.5. Dimension 5: Abstract Vs Non-abstract Information 

On dimension five again official document is the closest text type. 

 

 

Figure 7 

Dimension 5 

 
Table 9 

Factorial Structure of Dimension 5 
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As given in table 9, there is only one linguistic feature at negative side and that also has 

the value less then the cut off point. However, on the positive side, there are seven linguistic 

features and highest occurring feature is adverbial subordinators like since, while, etc. as given in 

the example below; 

 
5. Conclusion  

Out of five dimensions of TET, three dimensions i.e. dimension one, dimension four, and 

dimension five have a trend of official documents. However, dimension two has closest text type 

of prepared speeches and dimension three has academic prose. All of these trends and frequent 

usage of above mentioned linguistic features show that the texts of editorials on Covid-19 were 

written in formal language in precise manner. Also, they were implicitly persuading the readers 

towards the subject matter. 
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