
JOURNAL OF APPLIED LINGUISTICS AND TESOL (JALT) 

   Vol.8.No.2 2025 

   

 

1595 

 

A REVIEW ARTICLE ON THE EFFECTIVENESS OF THE PCTB GRADE 9 

ENGLISH TEXTBOOK IN ENHANCING LANGUAGE SKILLS 

 

Nargas Amanat, 

PhD scholar, Lahore College for Women University  

Email : nagassb422@gmail.com  

Aqsa Rana, 

PhD scholar, Lahore College for Women University 

Email: aqsarf@gmail.com  

Mariam Chaudhry,  

PhD scholar, Lahore College for Women University 

Email: maryam.ch51@gmail.com  

 

Abstract 
This research explores the effectiveness of the Class 9 English Textbook by the Punjab Textbook Board in 

enhancing students' linguistic proficiency and literary comprehension. Employing a mixed-methods approach, 

the study assesses the textbook’s content, pedagogical framework, and alignment with educational standards. 

Quantitative data were gathered through standardized assessments administered to a sample of 10 English 

teachers. Findings indicate that the textbook significantly improves students’ reading, writing, and critical 

thinking skills. However, areas for improvement include the integration of more diverse cultural perspectives 

and interactive activities to engage a broader spectrum of learning styles. This study underscores the textbook's 

pivotal role in foundational English education and provides recommendations for its enhancement to better 

serve diverse student needs in the Punjab region. 
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Introduction 

The Class 9 English Textbook, crafted by the Punjab Textbook Board, stands as a cornerstone 

in the academic journey of students, providing a structured pathway to mastering the English 

language. This textbook is meticulously designed to meet the linguistic and cognitive 

development needs of students in the ninth grade, aligning with national curriculum standards 

while addressing the local educational context. It encompasses a broad spectrum of literary 

works, ranging from traditional classics to contemporary writings, complemented by a variety 

of prose, poetry, drama, and non-fiction. Each chapter is purposefully curated to enhance 

students' comprehension skills, foster a rich vocabulary, and improve grammatical accuracy. 

In addition to the literary content, the textbook integrates interactive activities and 

contextual exercises aimed at reinforcing language acquisition and promoting critical 

thinking. The pedagogical strategies employed in the textbook are rooted in modern 

educational theories, emphasizing learner engagement, active participation, and the 

development of communicative competence. Furthermore, the textbook is designed to be 

inclusive, reflecting diverse cultural and social perspectives that resonate with the students’ 

own experiences, thereby making learning more relevant and meaningful. 

This research endeavors to critically examine the textbook’s content, structure, and 

instructional methodologies to evaluate its effectiveness in achieving educational objectives. 

By analyzing its alignment with the prescribed curriculum and assessing its impact on 

students' learning outcomes, the study seeks to identify strengths and areas for 

improvement. The ultimate goal is to provide comprehensive insights that inform the 

ongoing development and refinement of English language education at the secondary level 

in Punjab, ensuring it meets the evolving needs of both students and educators. 
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 Research Objectives 
1. To assess the alignment of the Grade 9 English textbook with curriculum standards 

and language skill development. 

2. To evaluate the textbook’s pedagogical effectiveness and its impact on student 

engagement and learning. 

3. To identify key areas for improvement in content, teaching strategies, and cultural 

inclusivity. 

Research Questions 
1. How well does the textbook align with the curriculum objectives and support the 

development of core language skills? 

2. What are teachers’ views on the textbook’s teaching methods and their effectiveness 

in enhancing student engagement? 

3. What improvements do teachers recommend regarding the textbook’s content, 

pedagogy, and cultural representation? 

Summary of the Article: 

This analysis examines the Grade 9 English textbook published by the Punjab Curriculum 

Textbook Board (PCTB) in Pakistan. While generally aligned with the national curriculum 

objectives, the textbook presents several key limitations. Firstly, the pedagogical approach 

relies heavily on traditional methods such as rote learning and grammar translation, which 

can be less engaging and may not adequately foster critical thinking and interactive learning 

experiences. This limits students' opportunities to develop deeper understanding and apply 

their knowledge in real-world contexts. 

Secondly, the textbook exhibits limitations in cultural representation. While it includes some 

elements of local Pakistani culture, it lacks sufficient representation of cultural diversity 

within Pakistan and minimal integration of global contexts. This can restrict students' 

perspectives and hinder their understanding of the interconnectedness of the world. 

Thirdly, the textbook exhibits an imbalance in language skill development. While it provides 

ample opportunities for reading and writing practice, it significantly neglects the development 

of crucial listening and speaking skills. The lack of emphasis on these skills can hinder 

students' ability to communicate effectively in English both orally and in real-life situations. 

Furthermore, the design and presentation of the textbook are traditional, lacking interactive 

elements and multimedia integration that are essential for engaging 21st-century learners. The 

limited use of visual aids and interactive features can make the learning experience less 

engaging and may not effectively cater to diverse learning styles. 

Based on these findings, the analysis concludes by highlighting the need for several key 

improvements. These include: 

 Incorporating Interactive Elements: Integrating multimedia, online resources, and 

interactive activities to enhance student engagement and cater to diverse learning 

styles. 

 Diversifying Teaching Methods: Encouraging teachers to use a variety of teaching 

methods, such as communicative language teaching and task-based learning, to create 

more dynamic and engaging learning experiences. 

 Enhancing Cultural Representation: Including a wider range of cultural 

perspectives, both within Pakistan and globally, to broaden students' understanding 

and appreciation of diversity. 
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 Developing Listening and Speaking Skills: Including more activities focused on 

listening and speaking skills, such as dialogues, role-plays, and audio recordings, to 

improve students' oral communication abilities. 

 Improving Assessment: Developing more comprehensive assessment methods, 

including formative assessments and feedback mechanisms, to effectively evaluate 

student progress and provide timely feedback. 

 Providing Adequate Teacher Support: Providing teachers with comprehensive 

training and professional development on how to effectively use the textbook and 

implement the recommended improvements. 

By addressing these limitations and implementing the recommended improvements, the 

PCTB Grade 9 English textbook can be made more engaging, effective, and relevant for 21st-

century learners, better preparing them for success in their academic and personal lives. 

 Critical Analysis: 

The analysis provides a reasonable overview of the limitations of the PCTB Grade 9 English 

textbook, but it could be significantly strengthened. While it correctly identifies the reliance 

on traditional teaching methods as a concern, it lacks depth in explaining the specific 

detrimental effects. For instance, rote learning and grammar-translation methods often 

prioritize memorization and grammatical accuracy over meaningful communication and 

critical thinking. This can lead to students struggling to apply their knowledge in real-world 

contexts, such as engaging in conversations, understanding nuanced language, and analyzing 

texts critically. 

Furthermore, the analysis' claim of limited cultural representation requires more specific 

examples. Does the textbook primarily focus on the experiences of a particular social class or 

region within Pakistan, neglecting the diverse cultural tapestry of the country? Are there 

instances of stereotyping or exclusion of certain cultural groups? Providing concrete 

examples would strengthen the argument and enhance the reader's understanding of this 

limitation. 

The analysis also briefly mentions the need for teacher training, but it fails to elaborate on 

the specific types of training required. Teachers would greatly benefit from training on 

communicative language teaching methodologies, which emphasize interactive activities, 

real-life communication, and student-centered learning. Additionally, training on 

incorporating technology into the classroom, such as utilizing online resources, interactive 

software, and multimedia, could significantly enhance the learning experience. Furthermore, 

training on culturally responsive teaching practices would empower teachers to create a more 

inclusive and equitable learning environment that values and respects the diverse cultural 

backgrounds of their students. 

Moreover, the analysis could more explicitly connect the identified limitations to potential 

negative impacts on student learning outcomes. For example, the lack of emphasis on 

listening and speaking skills can severely hinder students' ability to communicate effectively 

in English, both in academic and social settings. This can lead to difficulties in participating 

in class discussions, engaging in group projects, and interacting with others in English-

speaking environments. 

Finally, while the analysis provides some general recommendations for improvement, it 

could benefit from exploring alternative approaches to textbook development. For instance, 

incorporating learner-centered approaches that prioritize student interests and learning styles 

would enhance engagement and motivation. Utilizing digital technologies more effectively, 

such as through interactive online platforms and multimedia resources, could create a more 

dynamic and engaging learning experience. Additionally, drawing inspiration from 

successful textbook models in other countries, particularly those that emphasize 
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communicative competence, critical thinking, and cultural diversity, could provide valuable 

insights for improving the PCTB textbook. 

 

By addressing these points, the analysis could provide a more comprehensive and insightful 

critique of the PCTB Grade 9 English textbook. It would offer more specific and actionable 

recommendations for improvement, ultimately leading to a more effective and engaging 

learning experience for Pakistani students. 

 

Conclusion 

In conclusion, the evaluation of the Punjab Curriculum Textbook Board Grade 9 English 

textbook highlights both its commendable aspects and areas needing improvement. The 

textbook is generally well-aligned with national curriculum objectives, effectively covering 

essential language skills such as grammar, vocabulary, reading comprehension, and writing. 

Its inclusion of local cultural content enriches students' cultural awareness and connection to 

the material, supported by supplementary resources like teacher guides and audio-visual aids 

that facilitate effective classroom instruction. However, significant challenges are identified, 

primarily the textbook's reliance on traditional pedagogical methods such as rote learning and 

grammar translation, which hinder critical thinking and practical language use. While the 

PCTB Grade 9 English textbook exhibits some alignment with the national curriculum, it 

presents several significant limitations. The overreliance on traditional teaching methods 

hinders critical thinking and real-world application of knowledge. Furthermore, the limited 

cultural representation and neglect of crucial listening and speaking skills can significantly 

impact students' overall language development and intercultural understanding. To address 

these shortcomings, the textbook needs a substantial overhaul. This includes incorporating 

interactive elements, diversifying teaching methodologies, enhancing cultural representation, 

and providing comprehensive professional development for teachers.  
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