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ABSTRACT
The rapid growth of technology has revolutionized language learning and teaching, particularly in English language education. Among modern tools, TED talk has emerged as a valuable tool for improving various language skills. This study aimed to investigate the perceptions of undergraduate learners regarding the use of TED talks as a language learning tool, focusing on the impact of three key variables: language knowledge, grammar knowledge, and vocabulary knowledge. Using a quantitative approach, the data were collected through a survey from a hundred students (3rd and 4th year) of Sindh University chosen through random sampling technique. The analysis, conducted using SPSS version 27, reveals that learners perceive TED talk as an engaging and effective tool for enhancing language skills, particularly in enhancing learners' grammar comprehension, sentence comprehension, improving understanding of the cultural context of the language, making them feel more fluent and confident in their use of the language, familiarizing them with various accents and dialects, enhancing their ability to identify and correct common grammatical mistakes and errors, learning new words, phrases, and technical terms. The study concluded that incorporating TED talks into language learning curricula can significantly benefit ESL learners by providing diverse and context-rich content.
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1. INTRODUCTION

Technology has influenced every aspect of human life with the promise that it will enrich Humans’ lives. The modern era has posed new challenges and duties to modern learners. The use of information and communications technology in education has significantly changed learning and teaching methods. Similarly, technology has developed multiple ways to help learners learn the target language. Louaifi [1] claims the use of videos as a language-learning tool is not a new phenomenon. The impact of videos on ESL undergraduates is two-fold as it involves both auditory narrative and visual presence. One of the major platforms playing a pivotal role as a language learning tool is TED Talk [2]. TED Talk, is a platform introduced in 1984 to bring innovative and unusual ideas to people.

TED Talk is a non-profit organization that stands for Technology, Entertainment, and Design introduced in 1984 [3]. A prominent platform revered for its repository of talks and presentations delivered by innovators, experts, and thought leaders across various disciplines. TED talk has transitioned into a digital nexus, housing a plethora of captivating and informative discussions spanning science, technology, arts, and culture. With its guiding principle, "Ideas Worth Spreading," TED talks endeavor to ignite intellectual curiosity, cultivate discourse, and instigate positive transformations on a global scale. Typically lasting around 18 minutes, each TED talk encapsulates profound insights, groundbreaking concepts, and compelling narratives, rendering TED talk a quintessential resource for ESL learners, educators, and enthusiasts alike [4]. Through its online accessibility and live events, and actively engages in meaningful dialogues, thus contributing to the collective advancement of knowledge and understanding.

English being a global language has earned the worth of being spoken all around the world [5]. For that reason, the researchers are trying to explore the most effective strategies to facilitate the task of learning to teach English as a second language. Learning English does not require only the mastery of the linguistic features of language such as grammar, vocabulary, pronunciation, etc, but also the mastery of the paralinguistic ones such as body language and gestures. The aforementioned features are considered to be the central aspects of effective communication, TED talk speakers’ language of communication is English as it is accepted as an international language. TED talk videos help ESL learners from learning vocabulary to speaking skills along expressions as the speakers belong to different backgrounds, countries, and cultures which helps learners to become familiar with different cultures, accents, vocabulary, register, jargon, and technical terms of various fields [2,6]. According to Louaif [1] and Edwards and Vaughan [7], videos offer non-native speakers to understand stress patterns. With contextual clues videos allow ESL learners to see body rhythm and speech rhythm along use of authentic language and speed of speech in different situations.
The present study uses the framework of language immersion [8], as a pedagogical approach to investigate whether using TED talk videos leads to enhanced English language production. Further, it aims to recognize the value of using TED talks as a strategy for constantly immersing ESL tertiary learners in L2, thereby improving language production. Language production can be in terms of Language knowledge, vocabulary, Grammar knowledge, and Pronunciation. Moreover, it strives to investigate the impact of watching TED talks on learners’ motivation for language production as well as fostering an impressive language learning environment. This study aims to investigate the strategy of using TED talk videos for language learning. Especially, for the active production of the English language in public sector university, Sindh University, Jamshoro, Sindh, Pakistan.

1.1 Research Objective

· To investigate ESL tertiary learners' perceptions of TED talk as a language learning tool.

1.2 Research Question

· What are the perceptions of ESL tertiary learners regarding the use of TED talk videos as a language learning tool.

2. LITERATURE REVIEW

2.1 Use of ICT

The Internet unifies linguistic, cultural, social, and economic differences. A larger number of TED talk videos are available online and ranging from 3 to 18 minutes. TED talk generally deals with one’s life experiences, anecdotes, and personal storytelling. Speakers talk about their start-ups, inventions, and life experiences. They deliver in a contemporary, non-traditional manner and the speaker does not conform to a formal way of lecturing. The official TED site records that it has more than 2,700 talks to view based on duration, topics, and language preference. The data available on the TED homepage depicts that, some presentations have received 16 million hits which reflects the popularity of the foregoing platform. TED speakers belonging to different backgrounds, may or may not be native speakers of the language and this diversity of linguistic backgrounds to a certain extent puts the student listeners in a comfort zone.

2.2 The Internet

Kelly [9] and Harmer [10] have claimed that TED talk videos are useful for ESL learners in various ways ranging from providing general language knowledge and enhancing listening skills to improving the articulation (pronunciation) of words. On the other hand, TED talk videos are simple, original, clear, relevant, and enjoyable [11]. Whereas Armillars (2016) and Council [12] claimed that TED talk videos are motivational and entertaining lectures as they contain universal themes, phrases‟ catchiness, authenticity, memorability of models, visuals as well as emotional connection with the audience, along with low point, twit moment, and openness.

2.3 Videos

Using videos for English language teaching and learning has been widely acknowledged by English Language teaching practitioners [13]. Videos as a tool for teaching language give learners and teachers a double benefit by offering authentic use of the language as well as by placing it in the appropriate cultural context [14]. Another prominent feature of the video is that it can be paused and repeated at any time during viewing. Louaifi [1] and Edwards and Vaughan [7] present that learners learn to use the language in a fun and informal way as videos enable learners to see facial expressions and body language, parallel, noticing the stress, intonation, and rhythm of language.

2.4	Learning Language through Immersion 

Johnson and Swain [15] state that learning a language through immersion was originally promoted within bilingual education. Genesee [16] traces the history of second language learning through immersion programs where he claims that language learning through immersion was first developed in Canada in the 1960s, on the other hand, Campbell [17] presents it occurred in the 1970s in the United States.

Genesee [18] states learners who learn a second language through the immersion method develop native-like fluency and confidence in using the language. Sheela and Ravikumar [19] believed that the more a learner is exposed to the target language, the easier it becomes for him to have command over it. Multiple studies have traced and proved the impacts of videos on second language learning, more specifically, in English language learning [1,7,20]. However, the use of TED talk as a video resource for encouraging English language learning and production is fairly  limited.

2.5 TED Talk

The present study aims to create an immersive language environment for teaching English using TED talk. Watching TED talk motivates learners and draws their attention to English language learning [2]. TED talk offers a better foundation of input (lexical and syntactic), assisting ESL learners to notice and develop communicative competence and maintain their intrinsic motivation (Gilmore [21] as cited in Leopold [22]). The learners can choose to view the type of videos. Daniel [23] pinpoints that the way language is produced in the videos generates interest among ESL tertiary learners. As TED talk videos deal with general topics, such a form of learning energizes and relaxes learners for the learning exercise. It results in affability and decreases anxiety and tension, thus providing an active learning atmosphere for English language learning and production. TED talk has various advantages as a learning tool.

Baeva [24] has briefly discussed the following advantages of the TED talk Platform: TED talk videos have a subtitle option, which aids limited English proficiency (LEP) learners to read and understand what is being spoken, thereby developing their reading and understanding skills. Watching TED talk videos allows for language immersion, promoting learning inside and outside the classroom as online videos can be accessed anytime if learners have internet access. Moreover, these videos have the option of viewing them anywhere be it in the classroom, in hostel, common areas, etc.


2.6 Language Immersion Framework

[image: ]
Fig. 1. Language immersion framework


3. RESEARCH METHODOLOGY

In the present study, the researcher has used a quantitative approach to collect the data. The sampling technique used in this study is a random sampling method through which the overall population, 100 participants, 50 from each batch (Third and Final year) with the gender distribution of 50% male and 50% female was selected. For the collection of data, the researcher has used questionnaires (close-ended) as the instrument to collect the data. Before, collecting the data, the students were informed via consent form to take part in the study and were free to withdraw at any time. The online questionnaire was used to collect the data due to time and financial management. The online questionnaire was sent to the selected participants (100) through the “Survey Heart” online engine. The questionnaire contained eighteen (18) items that aimed to investigate how TED talk videos could improve ESL undergraduates’ language knowledge. The questionnaire has been adapted from the study of Lhamo [25]. The collected data has been analyzed through the SPSS software 27th version.

4. FINDINGS AND DISCUSSION

4.1 DEMOGRAPHIC INFORMATION

The bar chart, Fig. 2 presents the demographic information. 

Based on Fig. 2 the entire population involved in the present research consisted of a hundred (100) participants, fifty participants belonging to the third (3rd) year and the remaining fifty from the final year with the division of gender (50%/50%). Furthermore, the figure presents the age of participants: 5% of the participants ranged between 16 to 18, 38% between 18 to 20, 37% from 20-22, and 20% from 22-24. Finally, the figure shows the domicile of participants 79% belong to rural areas whereas, the remaining 21% of participants are from urban areas.

4.2 Learners' Language Proficiency

Fig. 3 presents the learners' language proficiency level. 

The Fig. 3 shows that the majority of the participants (60%) have intermediate level of language proficiency, 22% of the participants revealed their language proficiency level as beginner whereas, the least (18%) percentage of the participants have high language proficiency.

4.3 How Often do You Use TED Talk

Fig. 4 demonstrates learners’ frequency of using TED talk. 

The Fig. 4 reveals that 12% of the participants always use TED talk to improve their language knowledge. 17% of the participants revealed that they often use the TED talk whereas 18% of the participants occasionally refer to it. Furthermore, the figure presents that 29% of the participants rarely use TED talk meanwhile 24% of the participants have never used it.




Fig. 2. Demographic information


Fig. 3. Learners' language proficiency



Fig. 4. Frequency of using TED talk


4.4	Watching TED Talk has Improved My Overall Understanding of the English Language

Fig. 5, demonstrates if watching TED talk has improved learners’ overall comprehension of English. 

Comprehension, the ability to understand and process written and spoken language, is a critical skill in acquiring command over any language [26]. Fig. 5 reveals a significant inclination towards agreement among the participants regarding the positive impact of watching TED talks on their comprehension of English. Specifically, a combined total of 63% of respondents (17% strongly agree and 46% agree) acknowledged the improvement in their English comprehension due to the TED talk. This suggests that the majority of the learners perceive TED talks as a beneficial resource for improving their language skills.

Additionally, 30% of the learners remained neutral. This reveals that they may recognize the potential benefits, but they have not experienced a noticeable impact on their comprehension skills. This neutrality might stem from a variety of factors, such as individual differences in learning styles or the frequency and context in which TED talk is utilized. On the other side, a small number of the students expressed dissent, with 4% disagreeing and 3% strongly disagreeing with the statement. This minority indicates that for a few individuals, TED talk might not be as effective, possibly due to differing preferences for learning materials or varying levels of initial language proficiency. TED talk's effectiveness in improving comprehension is evident across various aspects of language learning.

The findings of the present study replicate the results of existing studies such as Thuy and Tuyen [27], Komekova [28], and Rudneva and Valeeva [29] that have demonstrated TED talk as having significant potential in enhancing learners' overall comprehension of English. These foregoing studies further found that incorporating TED talks into English language learning environments leads to enhanced overall language proficiency.

4.5	I Feel More Fluent and Confident in Using English after Watching TED Talk

Fig. 6 illustrates if learners feel fluent and confident using English after watching TED talks.

Fluency and confidence in language use are key components of effective communication. The statistics show a strong positive response from the participants. A total of 62% of respondents (14% strongly agree and 48% agree) reported that they feel more fluent and confident in using English after watching TED talks. This particularly indicates that the majority of the learners believe that TED talks have a favorable impact on their language fluency and confidence.

On the other hand, 31% of the participants chose a neutral stance. This substantial proportion suggests that these participants may not have experienced a significant increase in fluency and confidence; they also did not perceive a negative impact. The neutrality could be attributed to various factors, such as the initial level of fluency or the specific content of the TED talks viewed. A minority of participants expressed disagreement, with 5% disagreeing and 2% strongly disagreeing with the statement. This suggests that a few participants did not find TED talk as an effective tool for improving their fluency and confidence, which could be due to personal learning preferences or the lack of practical application opportunities.




Fig. 5. Overall comprehension



Fig. 6. Fluent and confident

This study's findings support the findings of Meihua [30] who found TED talk as an effective tool for improving learners' fluency and confidence in using the English language. His study further indicated that exposure to TED talks can significantly improve students' speaking performance and reduce their anxiety about speaking English. Moreover, the results of this study corroborate the findings of Komekova [28] whose research presented TED talk's content as engaging and meaningful that captivates learners, making language practice an exciting endeavor and bridging the gap between classroom learning and real-world language usage.

4.6	TED Talk Helps Me to Understand the Cultural Context of English Language

Fig. 7 projects if the TED talk helps learners to understand the cultural context of English Language. 

Understanding the cultural context is an essential aspect of language learning, as it improves the ability to communicate appropriately and effectively in different social contexts. Fig. 6 presents strong positive responses from participants. A significant majority, 75% of respondents (14% strongly agree and 61% agree), believe that watching TED talks help them to understand the cultural context of the English language. The statistics suggest that TED talk is perceived as a valuable resource for learning not just the language, but also the cultural nuances and contexts in which the language is being used. 

Moreover, 19% of the learners were uncertain. This indicates that they neither agree nor disagree with the statement. This neutrality could stem from a lack of exposure to culturally diverse content in the TED talks they have watched or varying levels of cultural awareness before watching the talks. On the other hand, a small percentage of the participants expressed disagreement, with 4% disagreeing and 2% strongly disagreeing with the statement. This indicates that for a few respondents, TED talks may not significantly contribute to their understanding of the cultural context of English, possibly due to differences in personal interests or the specific topics of the TED talks they watched.

This study lends credence to the study of Liu [31], and Olga [32] demonstrating that TED talks offer learners authentic exposure to the English language and culture, providing a rich context for understanding the language in real-world settings as these talks cover a wide range of topics from science to culture, enabling learners to engage with various perspectives and ideas from all around the world. This exposure offers learners an opportunity to develop a profound understanding of the cultural context in which English is used.

4.7	TED Talk has Expanded My English Language Knowledge

The Fig. 8 presents if TED talk has expanded the learners’ knowledge of the English language.




Fig. 7.Cultural context



Fig. 8. Knowledge of the language


Expanding knowledge of the English language involves not only expanding vocabulary and learning grammar but also understanding different usages and contexts. About Fig. 7, 68% of respondents (13% strongly agree and 55% agree) reported that watching TED talk has helped them expand their knowledge of the English language. The data suggests that the majority of the participants find TED talks to be a valuable resource for broadening their language knowledge. 

Meanwhile, 22% of the participants remained neutral. This indicates that they may acknowledge the potential benefits, but they have not experienced an impact on their language knowledge. This could be due to various factors, such as the specific content of the TED talks watched or the students' initial levels of language proficiency. On the opposite side, a small fraction of the participants expressed disagreement, with 8% disagreeing and 2% strongly disagreeing with the statement. This could suggest that for some learners, TED talks may not be an effective tool in expanding their knowledge of the English language, possibly due to different learning preferences or the relevance of the topics covered in the talks.

This study's results bolster existing studies by Komekova [28], Olga [32], and Nurmukhamedov [33], supporting the idea that TED talks have expanded learners' knowledge of the English language in different ways. These foregoing studies such as the present study proposed that these talks offer engaging and authentic content that improves various aspects of language learning, ranging from enriching vocabulary to speaking skills.
4.8	TED Talk has Familiarized Me with Variety of English Accents and Dialects

Fig. 9 shows if TED talk has familiarized learners with a variety of English accents and dialects.

Exposure to various English accents and dialects is crucial for developing comprehensive listening skills and understanding the global diversity of the language. The Figure projects a strong positive response from participants. A total of 76% of participants (19% strongly agree and 57% agree) believe that watching TED talk has familiarized them with various English accents and dialects. The majority of participants suggest that they find TED talks to be an effective medium for experiencing and understanding different English accents and dialects, enhancing their listening skills and cultural awareness. 18% of the students were undecided. This could indicate that these learners recognize the potential for TED talks to expose them to various accents and dialects; they may not have experienced a significant impact personally. This could be due to the specific TED talks these learners have viewed or their initial familiarity with different English accents.

On the other hand, least percentage of the participants expressed disagreement, with 5% disagreeing and 1% strongly disagreeing with the statement. This suggests that for a few respondents, TED talks may not have provided sufficient exposure to various English accents and dialects, possibly due to the selection of talks or individual preferences in learning materials.



Fig. 9. Familiarity with variety of accents and dialects


The present study endorses the findings of Nurhidayat and Syarifah [34], and Nurhidayat [35], confirming the effectiveness of TED talk as an effective tool for familiarizing students with a variety of English dialects and accents. As aforementioned studies have found that the integration of TED talk into English language learning has enhanced learners' ability to identify and differentiate different English accents. Similarly, María et al. [36] found that a wide range of speakers from all around the world featured in TED talks exposes students to various words, expressions, accents, and dialects, extending their understanding of the English language in actual contexts.

4.9	Watching TED Talk has Improved   My Understanding of English Grammar

Fig. 10 illustrates if watching TED talk has improved learners’ understanding of English grammar. 

A profound understanding of grammar is fundamental for having command over a language as it provides the structural rules governing the composition of clauses, phrases, and words. Fig. 10 shows generally a positive response from the respondents. A combined total of 62% of participants (18% strongly agree and 44% agree) reported that watching TED talk has improved their understanding of English grammar. This report suggests that the majority of learners find TED talks to be a useful resource for improving their grammatical knowledge of language.

Furthermore, 28% of the students responded neutrally, indicating that while they may see potential benefits, they have not experienced a noticeable impact on their understanding of grammar. This neutrality could be due to the specific content of the TED talks they have viewed or varying levels of grammatical knowledge before watching the talks. Whereas, a smaller number of the learners expressed disagreement, with 9% disagreeing and 1% strongly disagreeing with the statement. This suggests that for some students, TED talks may not be as effective in improving their understanding of grammar, which could be due to students' learning preferences or the specific grammar topics covered in the TED talks they watched.

The findings of this study reinforce the conclusion of Fitria [37], showing that TED talks have assisted learners in developing their skills in grammar. This study like her's suggested that through watching TED talks, learners indirectly improve their understanding of English grammar.

4.10	TED Talk has Improved My Understanding of Sentence Structures

Fig. 11 depicts if watching TED talk has improved learners’ understanding of sentence structure.





Fig. 10. Understanding of grammar



Fig. 11. Understanding of sentence structures


A profound understanding of sentence structure is essential for language learners, as it ensures clarity and coherence in writing and speech. The Fig. 11 demonstrates positive responses from the participants. A total of 56% of participants (9% strongly agree and 47% agree) reported that watching TED talk has improved their understanding of English sentence structures. This suggests that the majority of students find TED talks to be a beneficial resource for learning how to form sentences accurately.

Additionally, 32% of the participants remained undecided. This significant portion indicates that while these respondents might see potential benefits from watching TED talks, they have not personally noticed a significant improvement in their understanding of sentence structures. This uncertainty could be attributed to individual differences in initial knowledge or the specific content of the TED talks they have viewed. The least participants expressed disagreement, with 10% disagreeing and 2% strongly disagreeing with the statement. This smaller fraction suggests that for some respondents, TED talks may not be as effective in improving their understanding of sentence structures, probably due to individual learning differences or the relevance of the topics covered in the TED talks they watched [38,39].





Fig. 12. Identify and correct common grammatical mistakes


4.11	TED Talk has Enhanced My Ability to Identify and Correct Common Grammatical Mistakes

Fig. 12 illustrates if watching TED talk has enhanced learners’ ability to identify and correct common grammatical mistakes.

The ability to identify and correct grammatical mistakes plays a crucial role in achieving accuracy in language use. The Fig. 12 depicts the positive responses from the participants. A combined total of 56% of participants (10% strongly agree and 46% agree) reported that watching TED talk has improved their ability to identify and correct common grammatical mistakes. This majority of positive responses suggest that participants find TED talks to be a helpful resource for enhancing their grammatical accuracy.

Additionally, 31% of the learners were uncertain which indicates that while these respondents might acknowledge the potential benefits of TED talk, they have not personally noticed a substantial improvement in their ability to identify and correct grammatical mistakes. The uncertainty of participants could be due to the specific content of the TED talks they have watched or individual differences in initial grammatical proficiency. The remaining participants expressed disagreement, with 10% disagreeing and 3% strongly disagreeing with the statement. This suggests that for some respondents, TED talks may not be as effective in improving their ability to identify and correct grammatical mistakes, probably due to individual learning preferences or the relevance of the topics covered in the TED talks they watched. 

The exciting findings of Masrizal (2017) suggested that exposure to well-formed language, such as that used in TED talks, can significantly enhance students' ability to identify and correct grammatical mistakes.

4.12	TED Talk has Enhanced My Ability to Identify and Avoid Common Grammatical Errors

The Fig. 13 depicts if TED talk has enhanced learners’ ability to identify and avoid common grammatical errors. 

The ability to identify and avoid grammatical errors is essential for achieving clarity and professionalism in communication. The Fig. 13 suggests a positive response from the participants. A combined total of 60% of respondents (5% strongly agree and 55% agree) reported that watching TED talk has enhanced their ability to identify and avoid common grammatical errors. The data suggests that the majority of respondents find TED talks to be a beneficial resource for enhancing their grammatical accuracy.

As projected in Fig. 13, 31% of the respondents were undecided. This significant portion indicates that while these respondents might acknowledge the potential benefits of TED talks, they have not personally noticed a substantial improvement in their ability to identify and avoid grammatical errors. Their neutrality could be due to the specific content of the TED talks they have watched or individual differences in initial grammatical proficiency. Moreover, the remaining participants expressed disagreement, with 8% disagreeing and 5% strongly disagreeing with the statement. This minority suggests that for some students, TED talks may not be as effective in enhancing their ability to identify and avoid grammatical errors, which could be due to differing learning preferences or the relevance of the topics covered in the TED talks they watched.

4.13	Watching TED Talk has Enhanced My Ability of Using English Grammar Accurately

Fig. 14 illustrates if TED talk has enhanced learners’ ability to use English grammar accurately.



Fig. 13. Identify and avoid common grammatical errors




Fig. 14. Using English grammar accurately



Accurate use of grammar plays a pivotal role in language learning and teaching, ensuring that written pieces of text are unambiguous. The data indicate a predominantly positive response from the students. A combined total of 65% of participants (7% strongly agree and 58% agree) reported that watching TED talk has enhanced their ability to use English grammar accurately. This suggests that the majority of respondents find TED talks to be a valuable resource for enhancing their grammatical precision.

Contrary, 27% of the students remained neutral. This significant number of participants indicates that while these respondents might recognize the potential benefits of TED talks, they have not personally noticed improvement in their grammatical accuracy. This neutrality possibly stems from the specific content of the TED talks they have viewed or varying levels of prior grammatical knowledge. Moreover, A smaller number of the respondents expressed disagreement, with 6% disagreeing and 2% strongly disagreeing with the statement. This suggests that for some respondents, TED talks may not be as effective in improving their grammatical accuracy. This could be due to varying learning preferences or the relevance of the topics covered in the TED talks they watched.

This study's findings corroborate previous studies by Fitiri (2022), and Ogla, which showed that TED talk plays a significant role in helping to increase student's English language proficiency by providing authentic models of effective communication. This suggests that exposure to well-structured presentations indirectly contributes to better grammar usage. Moreover, Fitria [37] found that TED talk develops learners' skills in grammar through the availability of transcripts that allow learners to read along with the spoken word which ultimately leads learners to use grammar accurately.

4.14	TED Talk has Expanded My Vocabulary

Fig. 15 demonstrates if TED talk has expanded learners’ English vocabulary.

A strong vocabulary is a key component of effective communication, improving both comprehension and expression. The data shows predominantly positive responses from the participants. A combined total of 71% of participants (24% strongly agree and 47% agree) reported that watching TED talk has expanded their English vocabulary. This shows that the majority of participants find TED talks to be an important tool for expanding their English vocabulary.

Additionally, 22% of the participants remained undecided. This significant portion indicates that while these participants might recognize the potential benefits of TED talks, they have not yet observed a significant expansion in their vocabulary. This neutrality could stem from the specific content of the TED talks they have watched or from different levels of initial vocabulary knowledge. Moreover, a minority of participants expressed disagreement, with 6% disagreeing and 1% strongly disagreeing with the statement. This suggests that for some participants, TED talks may not be as effective in expanding their vocabulary, possibly due to different learning preferences or the importance of the topics covered in the TED talks they watched.

4.15	I have Leant New Words and Phrases from Watching TED Talk

The Fig. 16 depicts if learners have learned new words and phrases from watching TED talks.

Expanding the vocabulary with new words and phrases is essential for language development and proficiency. The data shows a highly positive response from the participants. A combined total of 76% of participants (26% strongly agree and 50% agree) reported that they have learned new words and phrases from watching TED talks. This suggests that the majority of participants viewed TED talks to be an effective resource for expanding vocabulary.

On the other side, 20% of the respondents participated neutrally. This significant number of participants indicates that while these participants might recognize the potential benefits of TED talks, they have not noticed a significant increase in their vocabulary. Possibly due to the specific content of the TED talks they have watched or to individual differences in their prior vocabulary knowledge. Meanwhile, a minority of participants expressed disagreement, with 3% disagreeing and 1% strongly disagreeing with the statement. This minority suggests that for some participants, TED talks may not be as effective in learning new words and phrases, probably due to varying learning styles or the relevance of the topics covered in the TED talks they watched.



Fig. 15. Rich vocabulary



Fig. 16. Familiarity with new words and phrases


The findings of the present study confirm those of Vuković-Stamatović [40], and Nurmukhamedov [33] reinforcing that TED talk is an effective resource for vocabulary development among English language learners. Their studies have demonstrated that TED talk videos offer a rich source of authentic language input, exposing students to a wide range of vocabulary in context. Vuković-Stamatović [40] further found that the lexical coverage analysis of TED talk suggests a vocabulary size of 4,000-word families is necessary for reasonable comprehension, while 8,000-word families provide ideal comprehension. This foregoing data suggests that students can potentially acquire a significant number of new words and phrases through regular exposure to TED talks.
4.16	TED Talk has Helped Me to Understand the Meaning of Unfamiliar Words in Context

Fig. 17 depicts if TED talk has helped learners to understand the meaning of unfamiliar words in context.

Understanding unfamiliar words in context is an important skill for language learners, as it allows them to infer meanings and improve their vocabulary without constantly referring to a dictionary. The data show a positive response from the participants. A combined total of 68% of participants (15% strongly agree and 53% agree) reported that watching the TED talk has helped them understand the meaning of unfamiliar words in context. This shows that the majority of participants viewed TED talks as an important tool for developing the aforementioned skill.

On the other hand, 22% of the participants were in doubt. This portion indicates that while these participants might recognize the potential benefits of TED talks, they have not noticed much improvement in their ability to understand unfamiliar words in context. This neutrality may be due to the specific content of the TED talks they have watched or to their varying levels of initial vocabulary knowledge. Moreover, a minority of the participants expressed disagreement, with 9% disagreeing and 1% strongly disagreeing with the statement. This suggests that for some participants, TED talks may not be as effective in honing their ability to understand unfamiliar words in context, possibly due to individual learning preferences or the relevance of the topics covered in the TED talks they watched.

4.17	TED Talk has Enriched My Academic Vocabulary

The Fig. 18 illustrates if TED talk has expanded students academic vocabulary.

Expanding academic vocabulary is important for learners engaging with complex texts and discussions in their fields. The data presents positive responses from the respondents. A combined total of 66% of participants (10% strongly agree and 56% agree) reported that watching TED talk has enriched their academic vocabulary. This suggests that the majority of participants viewed TED talks as an important resource for expanding their academic vocabulary.

Meanwhile, 27% of the participants were undecided. This portion suggests that while these participants might recognize the potential benefits of TED talks, they have not observed significant expansion in their academic vocabulary. Their neutrality could stem from the specific content of the TED talks they have watched or from varying levels of prior academic vocabulary knowledge. Whereas, a minority of participants expressed disagreement, with 6% disagreeing and 1% strongly disagreeing with the statement. This minority suggests that for some students, TED talks may not be as effective in increasing their academic vocabulary, possibly due to different learning preferences or the relevance of the topics covered in the TED talks they watched.

4.18	TED Talk has Helped Me in Learning New Technical Terms

The Fig. 19 shows if TED talk has helped learners in learning technical terms.

Learning technical terms is crucial for individuals engaging in specialized fields, as it helps them to understand and present complex concepts effectively. The data presents positive responses from the participants. A combined total of 67% of participants (13% strongly agree and 54% agree) reported that watching TED talk has assisted them in learning new technical terms. This suggests that the majority of participants found TED talks to be an effective tool for expanding their knowledge of technical vocabulary.




Fig. 17. Unfamiliar words in context


Fig. 18. Familiarity with academic vocabulary



Fig. 19. Familiarity with technical terms


Additionally, 27% of the participants expressed neutrality. This indicates that while these participants might recognize the potential benefits of TED talks, they have not experienced any improvement in their knowledge of technical terms. The neutrality could stem from the specific content of the TED talks they have watched or learners' varying levels of prior familiarity with technical vocabulary. Meanwhile, A minority of the participants expressed disagreement, with 5% disagreeing and 1% strongly disagreeing with the statement. This minority indicates that for some participants, TED talks may not be an effective tool for learning new technical terms, possibly due to learners' learning preferences or the relevance of the topics covered in the TED talks learners viewed.
This study validates the findings of Liu [31], confirming that TED talk is indeed a valuable resource for students in learning new technical vocabulary and specialized language. Liu's study further proposes that science and technology TED talk videos and TED-Ed animations cover a high number of specialized vocabulary. Overall this study like Liu's found that TED talks serve as an effective tool for learning technical terms and specialized vocabulary that are infrequent in general English.

5. DISCUSSION

The main aim of the present study was to investigate the impact of TED talks on enhancing various aspects of English language proficiency among Pakistani ESL tertiary learners. The data collected from 100 participants in their third and final year at Sindh University, Pakistan, indicated overwhelmingly positive responses regarding TED Talk as an effective language learning tool, similar to those founded by Fitria [37]. The participants demonstrated significant improvements in three key areas: language knowledge, grammar knowledge, and vocabulary knowledge. The findings of the present study replicate the findings of Aini et al. [41], as the majority of the students reported improved comprehension and fluency in English after regularly engaging in TED talks. This improvement in fluency aligns with the learners’ increased confidence in using English and their ability to understand and navigate the cultural contexts embedded within the language. The ongoing study validates the findings of Hidayati and Cahyani [42] by emphasizing the effectiveness of multimedia resources like TED talks in promoting language fluency and cultural understanding. Additionally, TED talks were found to be instrumental in deepening learners’ understanding of English grammar and sentence structures. Learners reported that they were better able to identify and correct common grammatical errors, contributing to a more robust grasp of the language. This outcome emphasizes the role of engaging content in reinforcing grammatical knowledge and practical language application. Furthermore, the study highlighted the significant role of TED talks in expanding the learners’ vocabulary. Participants reported learning new words and phrases, understanding unfamiliar terms in context, and broadening their academic and technical vocabulary. This expansion of vocabulary is crucial for ESL learners, as it not only enhances their language proficiency but also prepares them for academic and professional settings.

Based on the findings of this study, it can be concluded that TED Talk is a highly effective tool for improving English language proficiency among Pakistani ESL tertiary learners. The results showed notable improvements in comprehension and fluency, a deeper understanding of grammar and sentence structures, and a significant expansion of vocabulary. These findings suggest that TED talks are not only a valuable educational resource but also a powerful medium for fostering a comprehensive understanding of the English language, its cultural nuances, and its diverse dialects and accents. As learners continue to engage with TED talks, their overall language skills are likely to further develop, making this resource an essential component of modern ESL education.

6. CONCLUSION

The findings of the present study suggested that TED talk is a valuable tool for enhancing various aspects of English language proficiency among Pakistani ESL tertiary learners across three key areas: language knowledge, grammar knowledge, and vocabulary knowledge. The study revealed significant improvements in learners' overall comprehension, confidence in using English, and understanding of the cultural context of the language, making them feel more fluent and confident in their use of the language. In addition, the study found TED talks as a valuable resource for learners to understand the cultural context of English, expand their knowledge, and become familiar with various English accents and dialects. Furthermore, the analysis showed that TED talks significantly improved ESL tertiary learners' understanding of English grammar, comprehension of sentence structures, and a better ability to identify and correct common grammatical mistakes and errors. Moreover, the study found that TED talks played a crucial role in expanding ESL tertiary learners' English skills such as: learning new words and phrases, understanding the meaning of unfamiliar words in context, expanding their academic vocabulary, learning new technical terms, and contributing to their overall vocabulary development. In conclusion, the findings of the study revealed that watching TED talks positively influences learners' language learning skills, in three key areas: enhanced comprehension and fluency, understanding of cultural contexts, and familiarity with various accents and dialects; improved understanding of grammar and sentence structures, and increased ability to identify and correct grammatical mistakes; and expanded vocabulary, better understanding of words in context, and acquisition of new academic and technical terms. 

7. RECOMMENDATIONS 

These findings can be beneficial for ESL tertiary lecturers, course designers, and administrators. Therefore, the study suggested practical implications for educators seeking to enhance learner engagement and proficiency.

[bookmark: _Hlk174118101]DISCLAIMER (ARTIFICIAL INTELLIGENCE)

Author(s) hereby declare that NO generative AI technologies such as Large Language Models (ChatGPT, COPILOT, etc) and text-to-image generators have been used during writing or editing of this manuscript. 

CONSENT

All participants were given informed consent before participating in the study. They were fully informed about the purpose of the research, the procedures involved and their rights as participants, including the right to withdraw at any time without negative consequences.

ETHICAL APPROVAL

The present study was conducted by the ethical guidelines established by John Cresswell in his book Educational Research: Planning, Conducting, and Evaluating Quantitative and Qualitative Research (4th Edition). Furthermore, approval was obtained from the Dean of the Faculty of English Department of Sindh University before the start of the study to ensure that all ethical considerations were met, including the protection of confidentiality and the well-being of the participants.

ACKNOWLEDGEMENT

The author would like to express his sincere gratitude to the participants who generously gave their time and shared their experiences, making this study possible. The author also thanks the University of Sindh (UoS) for their support, which provided the necessary resources to complete this research.

COMPETING INTERESTS

Authors have declared that they have no known competing financial interests OR non-financial interests OR personal relationships that could have appeared to influence the work reported in this paper.

REFERENCES

1. Louaifi N. The role of technology, entertainment and design talks videos in improving English language learners public speaking skills The case of third-year LMD students of English at Biskra University; 2020.
2. Diniya ES. Learning English with TEDX talks: An exploration of creative listening-speaking media for EFL students. In International Conference on Language and Language Teaching. 2023, August;66-76.
3. Donovan J. How to deliver a TED talk. McGraw Hill; 2014.
4. Windingland D. Public speaking lessons from TED talks: The good and the bad from the 10 most-viewed TED talks; 2014. Retrieved January, 1, 2017.
5. Abadi MK, Marzban A. Teachers’ beliefs and teaching English writing to children and adolescent learners in Iran. Journal of Academic and Applied Studies. 2012 Jun;2(6):23-31.
6. Saputra Y, Fatimah AS. The use of TED and YOUTUBE in extensive listening course: Exploring possibilities of autonomy learning. Indonesian JELT: Indonesian Journal of English Language Teaching. 2018;13(1):73-84.
7. Van Edwards V, Vaughn B. 5 Secrets of a successful TED talk. Science of People, 2020;17.
8. Johnstone R. Research on language teaching and learning: 2001. Language Teaching. 2002;35(3):157-181.
9. Kelly D. The best TED talks for English language learners; 2018. 
Retrieved:https://englishlive.ef.com/blog/english-in-the-real-world/best-ted-talksenglish-languagelearners
10. Harmer J. Essencial teacher knowledge. Core concepts in English Language Teaching; 2012.
11. Waknell P. How to make a great TED talk. Phil Presents; 2012.
12. Forbes Agency Council. Council post: Six critical elements that make TED talks compelling; 2016, July 25. 
Retrieved:https://www.forbes.com/sites/forbesagencycouncil/2016/07/25/six-criticalelements-that-make ted-talks-compelling/#9babdc7768d
13. Goldstein B, Driver P. Language learning with digital video. Cambridge University Press; 2014.
14. Harmer J. How to teach English. Oxford University Press. 2008;62(3):313-316.
15. Johnson RK, Swain M. (Eds.). Immersion education. Cambridge University Press; 1997.
16. Genesee F. Second language learning through immersion: A review of US programs. Review of Educational Research. 1985;55(4):541-561.
17. Campbell RN. The immersion approach to foreign language teaching. Studies on immersion education: A collection for United States Educators. 1984;114-143.
18. Genesee F. Insights into bilingual education from research on immersion programs in Canada. Bilingual and multilingual education in the 21st century: Building on Experience (Bilingual Education and Bilingualism). 2013;24-41.
19. Sheela SK, Ravikumar K. The importance of exposure in learning English as a second language strategies to be employed to improve the student's language exposure in the context of rapid changes in the field of technology. Research Journal of English Language and Literature (RJELAL). 2016;4(2):770-774.
20. Hafner CA. Embedding digital literacies in English language teaching: Students' digital video projects as multimodal ensembles. TESOL Quarterly. 2014;48(4):655-685.
21. Gilmore A. Authentic materials and authenticity in foreign language learning. Language teaching. 2007 Apr;40(2):97-118.
22. Leopold H. Learning through meaningful experiences with self, others, and the environment: A curriculum framework tailored to the needs of English language learners. Learning; 2016.
23. Daniel J. Audio-visual aids in teaching of English. International Journal of Innovative Research in Science, Engineering and Technology. 2013;2(8):3811-3814.
24. Baeva L. Values of mediasphere and E-Culture. Przegląd wschodnioeuropejski. 2017;8(1):173-84.
25. Lhamo T. The use of TED talk videos to improve ESL speaking skills of Bhutanese sixth-graders. Doctoral Dissertation, Rangsit Uiversity; 2021.
26. Rakhimova S. Enhancing receptive skills in foreign language learning: The interplay of reading and listening comprehension.The American Journal of Social Science and Education Innovations. 2024;6(08):38-56.
27. Thuy THT, Tuyen LV. Using TED talks as authentic materials to enhance high school students’ English listening skills.International Journal of English Literature and Social Sciences. 2024;9(4):032-040.
28. Komekova A. Empowering language learning: the impact of TED talks on listening skills and beyond.Scientific CollectionInterConf.2023;39(179):127-134.
29. Rudneva MA, Valeeva NG. Blended learning approach to teaching ESP case study of TED talks.RUDN Journal of Ecology and Life Safety. 2018;26(4):454-460.
30. Meihua L. Changes in and effects of TED talks on postgraduate students’ English speaking performance and speaking anxiety.Journal of Language and Education. 2021;7(3):104-118.
31. Liu P, Yuan W, Fu J, Jiang Z, Hayashi H, Neubig G. Pre-train, prompt, and predict: A systematic survey of prompting methods in natural language processing. ACM Computing Surveys. 2023 Jan 13;55(9):1-35.
32. Olga S. Teaching business English with TED talks: Putting ideas into practice.Journal of Language and Education. 2019;5(2):95-111.
33. Nurmukhamedov U. Lexical coverage of TED Talks: Implications for vocabulary instruction.TESOL Journal. 2017;8(4):768-790.
34. Nurhidayat E, Syarifah E. Technology for EFL learners: TED talks as technology resources in learning English voice and accent.Indonesian Journal of Informatics Education. 2019;3(1):22-30.
35. Nurhidayat E. Advantages and barriers of TED talks as medium to learn English voice and accents.Journal of English Language Learning. 2023;3(2):318828.
36. María AMH, Junior AVC, Astrid RV. TED talks as an ICT Tool to promote communicative skills in EFL students.English Language Teaching. 2018;11(12):106-115.
37. Fitria TN. Using TED talks in English language teaching (ELT): Supplemental resources for English language teaching (ELT).SOSMANIORA: Jurnal Ilmu Sosial dan Humaniora. 2022;1(1):36-43.
38. Mikhailovna BE. Some advantages of using TED talks as authentic study material. Communication Research. 2017;3(13):127-133.
39. Tusino T, Rosyada NIA, Rokhayati T, Sharif TIST. The effects of TED talk videos on EFL speaking performance.Journal of English Teaching, Applied Linguistics and Literatures (JETALL).2023;6(1):101-108.
40. Vuković-Stamatović M. Vocabulary suitability of science TED talks for English for science teaching and learning.Revista Española de Lingüística Aplicada/Spanish Journal of Applied Linguistics. 2023;36(1):307-328.
41. Aini N, Wulandari A, Jihan NF. TED talks video as Efl’s public speaking learning source.SALIENCE: English Language, Literature, and Education. 2023;3(2).
42. Hidayati IN, Cahyani S. Students’ perception of the use of TED talk videos in public speaking classs.Makna: Jurnal Kajian Komunikasi, Bahasa, dan Budaya. 2022;11(2):30-41.

Male:     50%	Gender	Domicile	Age	Year	0.5	0.79	5.0000000000000114E-2	0.5	Female:  50%	Gender	Domicile	Age	Year	0.5	0.21000000000000021	0.38000000000000483	0.5	Rural:      79%	Gender	Domicile	Age	Year	0.37000000000000038	Urban:    21%	Gender	Domicile	Age	Year	0.2	16-18:     5%	Gender	Domicile	Age	Year	18-20:     38%	Gender	Domicile	Age	Year	20-22:     37%	Gender	Domicile	Age	Year	22-24:     20%	Gender	Domicile	Age	Year	3rd Year:    50%	Gender	Domicile	Age	Year	Final Year:  50%	Gender	Domicile	Age	Year	


Students' Frequency of Using TED talk	Beginner 	Intermediate	Proficient	0.22	0.60000000000000064	0.18000000000000024	Students' Frequency of Using TED talk	Always	Often	Occasionally	Rarely	Never	0.12000000000000002	0.17	0.18000000000000024	0.29000000000000031	0.24000000000000021	Students' Frequency of Using TED talk	Strongly Agree	Agree	Neutral	Disagree	Strongly Disagree	0.17	0.46	0.30000000000000032	4.0000000000000022E-2	3.0000000000000002E-2	Students' Frequency of Using TED talk	Strongly Agree	Agree	Neutral	Disagree	Strongly Disagree	0.14000000000000001	0.48000000000000032	0.31000000000000238	0.05	2.0000000000000011E-2	Students' Frequency of Using TED talk	Strongly Agree	Agree	Neutral	Disagree	Strongly Disagree	0.14000000000000001	0.61000000000000065	0.19	4.0000000000000022E-2	2.0000000000000011E-2	Students' Frequency of Using TED talk	Strongly Agree	Agree	Neutral	Disagree	Strongly Disagree	0.13	0.55000000000000004	0.22	8.0000000000000043E-2	2.0000000000000011E-2	Students' Frequency of Using TED talk	Strongly Agree	Agree	Neutral	Disagree	Strongly Disagree	0.19	0.56999999999999995	0.18000000000000024	0.05	1.0000000000000005E-2	Students' Frequency of Using TED talk	Strongly Agree	Agree	Neutral	Disagree	Strongly Disagree	0.18000000000000024	0.44	0.28000000000000008	9.0000000000000024E-2	1.0000000000000005E-2	Students' Frequency of Using TED talk	Strongly Agree	Agree	Neutral	Disagree	Strongly Disagree	9.0000000000000024E-2	0.47000000000000008	0.32000000000000506	0.1	2.0000000000000011E-2	Students' Frequency of Using TED talk	Strongly Agree	Agree	Neutral	Disagree	Strongly Disagree	0.1	0.46	0.31000000000000238	0.1	3.0000000000000002E-2	Students' Frequency of Using TED talk	Strongly Agree	Agree	Neutral	Disagree	Strongly Disagree	0.05	0.55000000000000004	0.31000000000000238	8.0000000000000043E-2	1.0000000000000005E-2	Students' Frequency of Using TED talk	Strongly Agree	Agree	Neutral	Disagree	Strongly Disagree	7.0000000000000021E-2	0.58000000000000007	0.27	6.0000000000000032E-2	2.0000000000000011E-2	Students' Frequency of Using TED talk	Strongly Agree	Agree	Neutral	Disagree	Strongly Disagree	0.24000000000000021	0.47000000000000008	0.22	6.0000000000000032E-2	1.0000000000000005E-2	Students' Frequency of Using TED talk	Strongly Agree	Agree	Neutral	Disagree	Strongly Disagree	0.26	0.5	0.2	3.0000000000000002E-2	1.0000000000000005E-2	Students' Frequency of Using TED talk	Strongly Agree	Agree	Neutral	Disagree	Strongly Disagree	0.15000000000000024	0.53	0.22	9.0000000000000024E-2	1.0000000000000005E-2	Students' Frequency of Using TED talk	Strongly Agree	Agree	Neutral	Disagree	Strongly Disagree	0.1	0.56000000000000005	0.27	6.0000000000000032E-2	1.0000000000000005E-2	Students' Frequency of Using TED talk	Strongly Agree	Agree	Neutral	Disagree	Strongly Disagree	0.13	0.54	0.27	0.05	1.0000000000000005E-2	image1.png
Framework of Language Immersion (Johnstone, 2002)

Cultural Context and
Authentic Use Focus on

communication Over
Formal Language

Early and Sustained

Exposure Integration of

Content and
Language

Encouragement of

Active Participation

Support for Language
Development and
Academic Success

Use of Target
Language
Exclusively

Continuous

Assessment and
Feedback

Differentiated

Tnstruction





